-r 


I^PoR rival factions resume clashes 

.Lebanon iRl -- Rival Lebanese factions dashed tor 
ilbrsecond time in two weeks in the northern port of Tripoli 
.^^ sec^y sourec.s said. They said the fighting pined the 
^tteSyrian Arab Democratic Party" against the “Islamic Uni- 
r.^a^tovemem. . The dominant Lebanese militia in Tripoli, 
ftevfsnmic unification Movement supported Palestine Lib- 
eration ^Organisation leader Yasser Arafat in recent inter- 
f^esHnian lighting which preceded his evacuation from Tripoli. 
■ AutofflMc weapons and rocket-propelled grenades were used in 
-r Tuesday s relatively minor battle. The security sources said it was 
ngretear whether anyone was hurt. 
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Settlements’ cost hits Israelis 


TEL AVIV ( R' - Inflation-hit Israelis are increasingly unhappy 
ahnui government spending on Jewish settlements in the Arab 
*'■*?' "W Bank, an opinion poll said Tuesday- The poll in ihe Jer- 
usalem Post said 72 per cent of those questioned thought the 
settlements budget should be cut first in a national austerity 
programme being prepared. The right-wing government says its 
settlements drive in occupied territory, condemned by the United 
^States and most of the world, cost taxpayers about *4im million 
' last year. Last week another opinion poll found that lor the first 
time a majority ol Israelis oppose building more settlements. The 
^Jerusalem Post survey said 52 per cent of Israelis also wanted 
^.spending to be trimmed on the Lavie fighter plane programme 
and a proposed hydro-electric scheme to build a canal I rum the 
Mediterranean to tile Dead Sea. 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound: Lebanon i pound; Saudi Arabia 1 .50 riyals; UAE 2-50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 



Tunis orders army 
into streets 


TUNIS fR - The Tunisian gov- 
ernmeni Tuesday ordered regular 
army units to t a k e up si rate gic pos- 
itions inTunis as anti-government 
riots sparked by food price inc- 
reases spread to the capital from 
the south and west of the country. 
An Interior Ministry -statement 
raid “irresponsible elements" had 
started disturbances in some areas 
of this city of one and a hall mil- 
lion. it asked parents to keep chi- 
ldren nfl the streets. 

Earlier story nn page 2 

Frenchman critical 
after Beirut attack 

BEIRUT i Agencies - A gun- 
men on a motorcycle Tuesday shot 
and wounded the French consul’s 
driver in central Beirut, and the 
victim remained in serious con- 
dition. m . hospital. 1’he driver. 
Raymond Henri V authier. 42. was 
warming up his car in the 'Ain Al 
vlreisse quarter on the seafront 
when i he gunmen opened fire and 
tied. Lebanese security sources 
said. He was immediately taken to 
the American University Hospital 
w here his condition remained cri- 
tical. hospital sources sard. 

Kin nock, Papandreou 
to discuss Lebanon 

- LONDON fR - Britain’s opp- 
osition Labour Party leader. Neil 
Kin nock, left for Athens Tuesday 
on a live-day visit at the inv nation 
.ol < i reck Prune Munster Andreas 
Papandreou. vir. Kinnock said the 
situation in Lebanon would figure 
jwonii rv.-tuly -during hrs talks with- 
Mr. Papandreou. The two men 
would also discuss plans to reduce 
unemployment in the European 
* i immunity- he told reporters at 
London's Heathrow airport. 

Kennedy hospitalised 

• ASHING m.N ,R - Senator 
Edward Kennedy is in hospital 
here with gasiro- intestinal inf- 
luenza. a hospital spokeswoman 

-rard'i'uesday. She said Mr. Ken- 
nedy. 5 1 . entered George " as- 
hington University hospital late 
Monday night, vlr. Kennedy’s off- 
ice said in a statement that he was 
in stable condition but was deh- 
ydrated and was receiving int- 
ravenous injections. 

Haddad ‘serious’ 
but ‘stable’ 


IT:LA\I\ tR Relatives wai- 
ted Tuesday by the hospital bed- 
side ol. Israeli-backed Lebanese 
militia leader Sa'ad Haddad, who 
is reported to have cancer. A spo- 
kesman l«»r Ramham hospital in 
Haifa described his condition as 
’■serious*' but “stable.'* Doctors, 
who have refused to discuss media 
reports dial Major Haddad has 
cancer, said his wife and two bro- 
thers were maintaining a bedside 
vigil. 

High speed Paris 
train fired on 

PARIS iR Shots were fired 
from a bridge near Paris at a high 
speed train, a French railways 
spokesman said Tuesday. Nobody 
was wounded in the incident but 
bullet marks could be seen on a 
window of the train which entered 
the Pans Gare de Lyon station 
minutes later without delay, he 
raid. There was no due. as to who 
was responsible- 
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Israeli jets attack 
Lebanese mountains 


U.S. flights 
to continue 
in Lebanon 


BEIRUT (R) — Israeli planes bombed a bui- 
lding in the Druze-held Lebanese mountain 
town of Bhamdoun Tuesday, causing ext- 
ensive damage and wounding four civilians, 
Druze militia officials said. 


State-run Beirut Radio said a 
formation of lour planes believed 
to be Israeli-made Klir lighrer- 
bombers hit an ammunition Jump 
and a hotel used as a military base 
by pro-Syrian Palestinian fighters 
in Bhamdoun. 

Officials of the mainly Oru/v 
Progressive Socialist Party ( PSP . 
speaking by telephone from the 
mountains, said the planes missed 
the hotel and hit another building 
farther up the hill. 

The four civ Mans were taken to 
hospital and released after tre- 
atment for superficial cuts, the off- 
icials said. 

Israeli reconnaissance planes 
overflew the same area three 
hours later, prompting reports 
that a second raid was under way. 

Bhamdoun. 1 v kilometres cast 
of Beirut on the main highway to 
Damascus, has been a regular tar- 
get (or Israeli retaliation against 
the Palestinian fighters it says are 
responsible for some of the attacks 
on its troops in the south. 

Israeli forces withdrew from the 
town last September. The PSP 
took control and let in small gro- 


ups of Palestinian fighters to help 
the pany in its war with the Leb- 
anese army. 

A Syrian statement issued in 
Damascus said Syrian air defences 
behind Syrian lines a few kil- 
ometres from Bhamdoun int- 
ercepted the planes and drove 
them back to Israel. 

The Israeli armed forces rep- 
orted hits on what they termed 
"two guerrilla bases" and said the 
planes returned safely. 

The raid, which lasted for seven 
minutes, was Israel's first in Leb- 
anon since December 2 1 . when it 
struck at pro-Iranian Shi’ite Mus- 
lim militiamen near the nor- 
theastern town of Baalbek. 

Israel gave no immediate exp- 
lanation for Tuesday's raid. It did 
not appear to be in response to any 
one attack on Israeli troops in 
South Lebanon or ' ester n troops 
in the Beirut area. 

The underground resistance in 
the south has carried out five ope- 
rations against Israeli troops since 
Sunday, but Lebanese newspapers 
said only three Israeli soldiers 
were wounded. 


Gem ay el bolds consultations 

Meanwhile. Lebanese Pre- 
sident Amin Gcmayel met rep- 
resentatives of the contributors to 
the vlult i- National Force - the 
United States. France. Italy and 
Britain - to discuss their pan in a 
proposed security plan billed as a 
first step towards a lasting peace. 

The plan would give a greater 
role m the undermanned Leb- 
anese army and would help to 
keep the v' extern troops out of 
crossfire by disengaging riv al mil- 
itias. 

Presidential palace sources said 
the plan could come into effect 
very soon. 

South Lebanon was reported 
relatively calm after a wave ol pro- 
tests tasf week at the arrest of two 
Muslim clerics. 

The only incident was when Isr- 
aeli forces broke into a mosque on 
the outskirts ol the southern port 
ol Sidon and searched it with dogs, 
security sources said. 

Mosques and Muslim religious 
leaders have been at the forefront 
ol the opposition to Israeli rule in 
the south and the clerics arrcstcJ 
arc apparently suspected of enc- 
ouraging underground resistance 
aetiv ities. 

Beirut Radio reported later that 
an Israeli armoured patrol came 
under lire near the Sinniq Bridge 
in southern Lebanon. 


Fateh leaders end 3-day talks 


H. : \7S t R - ' The i" cm rid * 'om 2 ' 
in nice of t asser Arafat's hatch 
commando group has ended a 
three-day meeting on the- mov- 
ement's future and was expected 
Co issue a communique Tuesday. 

The gathering, which finished 
Monday night, was. the first of the 
I f -member body since vlr. Ara- 
fat’s forced evacuation from the 
northern Lebanese port of Tripoli 
and his meeting with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak inv 'aim 
two weeks ago. 

Ihe ventral .'ommiliee mee- 


ting was held behind close J doors, 
but Khalcd Al Hassan. a com- 
mit me member and chairman *•! 
the Political Affairs y 'ommiliee ol 
the Palestine"' National « 'ouncil 
i parliament in exile . told the Tun- 
isian news agency TAP that “total 
agreement" was reached on all 
issues discussed. 

Earlier, a Palestinian source 
quoted another participant assay- 
ing the “discussions had not been 
easy." 

The committee had lo evaluate 
the recent surprise meeting bet- 


ween vlr. Arafat anil Mr. Mub- 
arak. as well as the general sit- 
uation within the PL 1 >. of which 
Fateh is the mam faction. 

vlr. Arafat was strongly cri- 
ticised within the movement tor 
not consulting colleagues be lore 
he made the v'airo trip, although 
his critics did not condemn the 
idea of a rapprochement with 
Egypt, boycotted officially by the 
Arab League for having signed a 
separate peace treaty with Israel 
five years ago. 


" ASH I NG TON I R ( Jespitc 

Syria's release ol Lieutenant Rob- 
ert Goodman, the ■' hitc House 
said Tuesday U.S. aircraft will 
continue reconnaissance flights 
over Syrian-held positions in Leb- 
anon Jo protect. V.S. vlarines 
near Beirut. 

hile House spokesman Larry 
Spcakes said the flights were "a 
defensive mechanism" and would 
go on until attacks by Syrian- 
backed forces on the Marines ser- 
ving with the Multi-National 
Force ( \1NF had stopped. 

Syrian President Ha Jey Al 
Assad ordered the release of Li. 
Goodman earlier Tuesday during 
a mission to Damascus by Dem- 
ocratic presidential contender 
Jesse Jackson. Lt. Goodman was 
captured by the Syrians alter 
being shot down while nn a rec- 
onnaissance flight on Dee. 4. 

President Reagan, awakened 
before dawn to be told of Ll. Goo- 
dman’s release, said in a statement 
alt Americans would be pleased. 

* vlr. Reagan later conferred 
with U.S. v fiddle Ea.si negotiator 
Donald Rumsfeld. He said vlr. 
Rumsfeld, who has made two trips 
to the Middle East, would return 
there Tuesday night to continue 
effort 1 ! for a settlement. 

vlr. Reagan, who spoke to vlr. 
Jackson and Ll. Goodman by tel- 
ephone Tuesday morning. toJd 
reporters the flier “sounded just 
fine.*' vlr. Reagan said he would 
see vlr. Jackson in the ' liite 
House. ' ednesday. 

vlr. Reagan, who told reporters 
"you don't quarrel with success' 
even when it was brought off by a 
political opponent, said to vlr. 
Jackson on the telephone: "All 
Americans thank you... I have 
been praying lor you. I could not 
be happier." 

vlr. Speukes raid vlr. Reagan's 
meetings Tuesday with vlr. Rum- 
sfeld and senior advisers were cal- 
led to review ihe rntirc Middle 
Easi siiuaunn as well as rec- 
ommendation- 1 »r future U.S. pol- 
icy in Lebanon Me did not ant- 
icipate any early decisions. 



Rev. Jesse Jackson (left) with captured American 
pilot Lt. Robert Goodman (centre) after the black 


U.S. presidential candidate secured his release in 
Damascus lA.P. wirepbolni 


Jackson leaves Syria with freed 
pilot, calls for Reagan- Assad summit 


DA MAS* 'US ( R Black Ame- 
rican civil rights leader Jesse Jac- 
kson (lew from Damascus Tue- 
sday along with U.S. airman Lie- 
utenant Robert Goodman, freed 
by Syria days after lie was shot 
down during a bombing raid over 
Lebanon. 

Just before Hying out lor I ra- 
nklun. ■' cm Germany, en route 
to the I S., vlr. laekson. who 
hopes M* contend (he U.S. pre- 
sidency i his year, called (or a 
summit meeting between the U.S. 
and Syrian presidents for the sake 
ol peace. 

"This was a big gesture ihy 
Syria and we are now leaving in 
peace." vJr, Jackson said in a far- 
ewell si ate mem at Damascus air- 
port. 

He said he had telephoned Pre- 
side nt Reagan earlier to inform 
him of Lt. Goodman’s release and 
that the U.S. president had ■ wel- 
comed this achievement and tha- 
nked us lor our efforts." 

“1 called on President Reagan 
to take a similar step and open a 
dialogue with President i Hale/ 


Al Assad. I call on him to hold a 
summit meeting with President 
Assad, lor all meetings between 
two presidents have always res- 
ulted in understanding through 
good dialogue lor the mai- 
ntenance of peace in this region." 
vlr. Jackson declared. 

He. his delegation and Ll. Goo- 
dman were seen off by U.S. Amb- 
assador Robert Pugunclli and Syr- 
ian Deputy Foreign Minister 
Issain Al Naib. 

They left lor Frankfurt aboard a 
U.S. air force plane several hours 
alter Lieutenant Goodman was 
handed over to Mr. Jackson in the 
Syrian Foreign Ministry. 

A Syrian government statement 
said Ll. Goodman's release was 
the result ol a “humanitarian app- 
ear by vlr. Jackson, a candidate 
for the Democratic nomination in 
(his year's U.S. presidential ele- 
ct ion. who arrived in Damascuson 
Dec. 3«i. 

In •' ashingion. President Rea- 
gan said: ’* ■' e are delighted that 
this brave young man will soon be 


united with his family anJ that his 
ordeal is over.” 

Li. Goodman, a naval 
navigator- bom hardier win*, like 
vlr. Jackson, is black, was shot 
down on a raid over Syrian-held 
areas of Lebanon on i >ee. 4. Ihe 
pilot ol his A-f> Intruder lighter- 
homber, Ll. ’'alter Lunge, was 
killed. 

He told reporters he fell “real 
good" and that the first thing lie 
would do on returning to the Uni- 
ted States would he to hug his 
wife. Marilyn. 

Tlie handover followed a final 
round ol talks between Syrian 
Foreign Minister Abdul Halim 
KhaJdam and Vlr. Jackson, who 
met Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad Monday. 

Syria said in us statement that in 
releasing Lt. Goodman it took 
into account earlier appeals by ihe 
U.S. administration as well as the 
fact that Saudi Arabia had "cre- 
ated conditions facilitating Ihe 
withdrawal of U.S. troops from 
Lebanon." 


Parliament should be restored, Jordan politicians say, but effort needed for success 


In the first of two articles on the restoration of par- 
liamentary life to Jordan , Jordan Times Staff Rep- 
orter Lamis K. Andoni interviews five prominent 
political figures and examines with them the pro- 
spects for a smooth return of an elected parliament in 
the Kingdom. The second article will appear in tom- 
orrow's Jordan Times: 


AMMAN - A number of Jor- 
danian political personalities have 
called for a prompt restoration of 
parliamentary life, but some are 
voicing the opinion that more 
democratic freedoms should be 
secured so as to guarantee a suc- 
cessful parliamentary experience. 

In a series of interviews with the 
Jordan Times, five Jordanian pol- 
iticians asserted that it is time for 
Jordan to go back to par- 
liamentary life, which was sus- 
pended in l‘J74. in order “lo inc- 
rease citizens’ participation in the 
decision-making and to str- 
engthen the political system.” 

The five political personalities 
who are currently members of the 
National Consultative Council 
(NiV . are Taher Hikmai. Amin 
Shukair. Mahmoud Al Kaycd, 
Jamal Al Shaer and Laiia Sharaf. 

The NtV. whose members arc 
nominated by the cabinet and 
appointed by His Majesty King 
Hussein, was set up in 1**7*. Issues 
and laws arc referred lo Ihe cou- 
ncil by the government for con- 
sultation and discussion. Laws 
approved by the NUC. however, 
are not bindingon the government 
because only an elected par- 
liament can pass permanent and 
binding laws. The council, cur- 
rently serving a third term, will 
end in next April. 

The five NCC members int- 
erviewed reiicrated thaf the cou- 
ncil is no substitute for an elected 
parliament and advocated the res- 
toration of the suspended par- 
liament. 

The 6w-membcr parliament, 
which had equal representatives 
from the cm Bank and the East 
Bank of the River Jordan, was 
suspended by the government in 
jy74. The suspension was com- 
pelled by conditions created by 
the 1^67 Israeli occupation of ihe 


'Vest Bank which was bound by a 
union with ihe East Bank since 
|‘)52. 

The loss of '.Vest Bank has made 
it impossible to hold par- 
liamentary elections, since the 
Jordanian Constitution stipulates 
that elections should take place in 
the seven gov-cmorales of both the 
v'est Bank and East banks. 

The constitution could have 
been amended to allow elections 
to be held in the East Bank alone, 
but there have always been fears 
that such a step would create “a 
constitutional vacuum" which Isr- 
ael might exploit to replace Jor- 
danian laws by Israeli laws on the 
\Vcst Bank. 

All five political personalities 
interviewed by the Jordan Times 
last week stressed that there sho- 
uld be a way to overcome this obs- 
tacle. for the current political sit- 
uation requires a prompt return to 
democracy. This vicwwassirongly 
endorsed by Mrs. Sharaf. wife of 
the late prime minister Sharif 
Abdul Hamid Sharaf. "The sit- 
uation in the West Bank should - 
not be an excuse for us to remain , 
in a limbo, to remain at a sta- 
lemate in developing our political 
institution and consequently our 
all rounded socio-political exi- 
stence.” she said. _ 

Mr. Shukair views Ihe occ- 



m 




Mahmoud Al Kayed 

by the people in the decision- 
making process.” 

“The need for parliamentary 
life stems from the fact that imp- 
ortant national decisions need u» 
be discussed and made by the wid- 
est base possible, and the biggest 
number of the population should 
participate in it.” he said. 

Dr. Shaer. well known for his 
staunch advocacy for the return lo 
democracy, pointed out lhal par- 
liamentary life would enhance the 
stability of the political system. 
“The democratic altitude has alw- 
ays been a factor of stability in 
Jordan." he raid. 

Dr. Shaer also brought up a 
legal aspect, which he said, nec- 
essitates the reconvening of the 
parliament. He explained lhal 
almost one third of the seats bec- 
ame vacant (due to the death of 
members' since l l )74. and the 
quorum of two thirds must be kepi 
to avoid a constitutional problem. 

Mrs. Sharaf. one of the four 


upatinn of the West Bank as an. women members of the NCC. who 
important factor that prompts the describes herself as "a strong bel- 
rcsioration of the parliament, iever in democracy", said that "a 
“The occupation of the West return to parii'amenlary life is only. 
Bank constitutes a great threat a return to the natural state of afl- 
that can only be confronted by a airs '" 

broad participation of the people She warned that Jordan should 
in the political life through a dem- go back to its ’’ natural enn- 
ocratic formula." he said. stitmional existence before we get 

An almost similar opinion was too comfortable with our unn- 
voiced bv Dr. Shaer. a formercab- atural circumstances." 
jnet minister, who stressed that Mr. Kaycd. president of the 
*’ political challenges faced by Jor- Jordanian Journalists Ass- 
dan compels more participation ociation. who expressed strong 


Laiia Sharaf 

support for the idea, said (hat 
“Jordanians are concerned that an 
elected legislative authority sho- 
uld resume its functions." 

Freedoms required first 

Although the five politicians 
expressed enthusiasm lor the res- 
toration of parliamentary life in 
Jordan, three of them stressed that 
more democratic freedoms should 
be secured firsi to ensure a suc- 
cessful parliamentary experience. 

Mr. Hikmai. Mrs. Sharur and 
Mr. Shukair noted that the issue oj 
restoring parliamentary life can- 
not be detached from the social 
and political conditions of the 
country. They said that certain 
changes should precede and acc- 
ompany the return to par- 
liamentary life. 

vlr. Shukair said that a period 
“in which rest riel ions on dem- 
ocratic freedoms are alleviated 
and public dialogue is enc- 
ouraged" should precede ele- 
ctions. 

Referring to the martial law lhal 
has been in effect since l l tf>7. Mr. 
Shukair said “these are exc- 
eptional laws that should not bec- 
ome a rule." 

Echoing a rather similar view. 
Mr. Hikmai. a former minister of 
culture and youth, suggested "a 
transitional period." in which 
democratic freedoms are enc- 
ouraged and reforms of the voting 
and election system arc effected. 


Taher Hikniat 

should precede the restoration • *1 
parliament. 

‘Free public dialogue' 

He said ihe government should 
encourage “a free public dia- 
logue" of political issues and enc- 
ourage the establish me n i of pol- 
itical institutions in which citizens 
are encouraged to participate, a 
view ihai contrasted with vlr. 
Kaycd" s opinion ihai the for- 
mation of political panics is not u 
prerequisiie lor parliamentary 
elections. Mr. Kaycd described 
ihe freedoms currently allowed as 
“enough" and said they allowed 
both candidates and voters io exp- 
ress their views freely. 

The establishment and enc- 
ouragement of political ins- 
titutions. a demand strongly end- 
orsed by Mr. Hikinat. Mrs. Sharaf 
and Mr. Shukair docs not nec- 
essarily imply a legalisation «»1 
“present political parties" that are 
thought to operate illegally in the 

country. 

The Political Panics Law Num- 
ber 13 enacted in JR55 allows the 


formation of political parties 
which are approved by a cabinet 
decree. Political groups ihai int- 
end to Inrm a pan y have to submit 
an application tor a licence io ihe 
cabinet which has the full right to 
approve or reject it. The law emp- 
owers the government to dissolve 
the parties if necessary. It does, 
however, ban the legal formation 
of communist parties. 

The last panics that lunc tinned 
legally in Jordan were ihe Arab 
Baathisl Party and the National 
Socialist Party. Both were dis- 
solved hv a cabinet decree upon 
the declaration of martial law in 
April 1*»57. Thai martial law was 
lifted in l‘»5>’ but was reinforced 
again on the eve ol f’V i7 Arah- 
Isracii war and is still in elleet. 

vlr. Hikmai expressed opp- 
osition to what he referred to as 
"ideological panics” but sup- 
ported “the formation ol liberal 
and pragmatic parties." He also 
called lor measures to counter 
what he called “intellectual ter- 
rorism" and “political hypocricv" 
that are practised by lorces which 
support the system" as well as by 
those who claim to oppose it. He 
did not elaborate on the nature ot 
these measures nor on the polit ical 
forces mentioned. 

Mrs. Sharaf said that the return 
to parliamentary life should not be 
an isolated happening because "» 
vines not happen in a vacuum." It 
should be preceded and acc- 
ompanied by a strengthening ol 
existing institutions, an opening of 
all channels of communication 
and interaction, and bv enc- 


ouraging the dynamics ol all cii- 
.izens in the decision- making pro- 
cess and execution, she said. 

“Reforms essential" 

The voting and election system 
in .Iordan, both Mr. Hikmai and 
vlr. Shukair pointed mil. should 
undergo reforms in order lo get 
the broadest participation to pre- 
vent the elections (rom turning nut 
lo be just “a competition between 
influential groups and tribes.” 

“ Reforms .should be ct levied or 
the ugly lace of tribal ism and the 
destructive influence of wcahh 
will prevail.” vlr. Hikmai warned. 
Reforms suggested hv Mr Hikmai 
include laws that stipulate that all 
voters should be able to read and 
write. anJ the lise ol voting ide- 
ntity cards during elections. The 
financial conditions ol voting and 
nomination. Mr. Hikmai said, 
should he re-assessed in a manner 
ihai allows people from different 
strata in run lor elections. I lc also 
stressed dial campaign hinds sho- 
uld be limited. 

Mrs. Sharal touched upon ano- 
ther important aspect that is nec- 
essary lor ‘ ’represent at tv e ele- 
ctions”. She noted that special att- 
ention should be given to raising 
the awareness ol the voters, and 
said "it is the duty ol ihe privaie 
and public information est-" 
ablishnients. that should first und- 
ergo a reexamination, to start 
educating ihe public on diltcrenl 
issues.” “An inlormed voter is a 
constructive voter and an ignorant 
or uninformed voter can be a des- 
tructive one." she said. 
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Tunisian food riots 
spread to capital 


' wr . : 


TUNIS (R) — Dark clouds of smoke hung 
over Tunis at noon Tuesday as police using 
teargas and smoke grenades clashed with 
demonstrators who set fire to a bus in a pro- 
test against government bread price inc- 
reases, eyewitnesses said. 


Police were out in force in the 
city centre where shopkeepers had 
boarded up their windows as 
demonstrators marched through 
the streets shouting slogans aga- 
inst the increases which more than 
doubled the price of bread from 
Jan. 1. 

Earlier, groups of youths had 
thrown stones at windows and 
damaged cars in the area around 
the old city, the Medina, witnesses 
said. 

The Interior Ministry said 
Monday that four people died and 
an unspecified number were inj- 
ured in incidents in the depressed 
south and west of the country, but 
local sources reached by tel- 
ephone Monday night suggested 
the toll was higher. 

They said perhaps as many as 1 5 
people were killed and about 60 
injured in Kasserine. 2 00 kil- 
ometres south-west of Tunis, the 
mining town of Gafsa. farther 
south, and Gabes, a resort and 
oasis city by the coast. 

President Habib Bourguiba. so. 
left Tunis Tuesday for his home 
town of Monastir to start cel- 


ebrations for the 50th anniversary ■ 
of his Socialist Destourian Party, 
which has ruled Tunisia since ind- 
ependence in 1956. 

. The Tunisian press played down 
the incidents Tuesday. The main 
French-language dailies. L' Action 
and La Presse. reprinted the Int- 
erior Ministry statement on inside 
pages without comment. 

President Bourguiba decided 
last year to introduce a multi- 
party system and legalised two 
opposition parties. 

On Monday, the main opp- 
osition party, the Socialist Dem- 
ocrats' Movement (MSD). dep- 
lored violence by rioters and den- 
ounced the “brutal” government 
reaction, saying many had fallen 
to the bullets of government for- 
ces. 

A junior cabinet minister said 
on television Monday night that 
measures to help poor Tunisians 
hardest hit by the rises in cereal 
products prices would be imp- 
lemented as soon as possible. 

The government had begun - 
talks with the powerful General 
Union of Tunisian Workers on 


how to help workers. 

The MSD called Monday night 
for the price rises .to be reversed 
and for national talks on Tunisia’s 
economic difficulties. 

Unconfirmed reports from local 
labour organisations said police 
and national guard units opened 
fire in Gafsa. near the Algerian 
border, where eight people were 
killed and 40 injured. 

Labour sources in the southern 
coastal city of Gabes said an unk- 
nown number of people were inj- 
ured there when army units int- 
ervened. They added that four 
people were killed on Saturday 
during clashes in nearby towns. 

In Kasserine. north of Gafsa, 
medical sources said three people 
were killed by gunfire and 1 9 inj- 
ured in rioting on Sunday. 

Local people said all three 
towns were quiet Monday night as 
troops patrolled the streets bac- 
ked by armoured vehicles. 

Strikes and demonstrations 
have also been reported from 
other cities, including Tunis and 
the southern port of Sfax. 

The Interior Ministry said 
Monday that the rioting had been 
“provoked by idlers, unemployed 
workers and hostile elements.” 

The government announced 
last October that it would end sub- 
sidies on grain products, including 
bread and couscous', to help cut its 
budget deficit. 


Sartawi murder trial starts in Portugal 


ALB l : FE IRA. Portugal (R - A 
young Arab, whose real identity 
has baffled investigators, goes on 
trial Wednesday lor the murder of 
Palestinian moderate -Issam Sar- 
lawi. 

Police arrested the Arab, who 
identified himself as Yusscf Al 
Atvad a vloroccan living in Cas- 
ablanca. at a Lisbon hotel after 
Dr. Sartawi. a special envoy of 
the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (FLO attending the 
Socialist International Congress, 
was shot dead in Albufeira. 


vloroccan consular officials 
who questioned Al Awad. 26. said 
his passport was false and his acc- 
ent was not vloroccan. He spoke 
English but no French. 

Or. Sartawi. a 47-year-old heart 
surgeon, died instantly after the 
gunman pumped shots into the. 
back of his head, in front of hor-’ 
rified tourists, at the vlontcchoro 
Hotel hosting Lhe Socialist Int- 
ernational. 

A hard-line Palestinian group 
led by radical guerrilla chief Abu 
Nidal who is opposed to the PLO 


leadership, claimed responsibility 
for the murder, saying Or. Sartawi 
was a servant of Israel and British 
intelligence. 

Or. Sartawi was one of PLO’s 
chief moderates who believed dip- 
lomacy was the best way to per- 
suade the world to support a Pal- 
estinian homeland. 

Shocked delegates to the con- 
ference. attended by Spanish 
Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez 
and former ’V est German Cha- 
ncellor ' illy BrandL. said security 
was lax. 



Rescuers cany a stretcher with a victim of the exp- 
losion Saturday night, which ripped through a spe- 


Lebanese group claims bomb attacks 


PARIS ( R} — A group calling its- 
elf the Children of Sheikh Abd- • 
udah Monday claimed res- 
ponsibility for bomb attacks aga- 
inst a French railway station, a 
high speed train and a cultural 
centre in Tripoli. Lebanon. 

An anonymous caller tel- 
ephoned International News 
Agencies in Paris and said the att- 
acks were revenge for the French 
air strike against the Sheikh Abd- 
ullah barracks near Baalbek. Leb- 
anon. on Nov. 17. 

The barracks are a training cen- 
tre for the Islamic Arnal Mov- 
ement headed by pro-lrariian 
Shi'ite leader Hussein Moussawi. 

Shortly before the caller made 
the claim French officials said the 
death toll in the two bomb attacks 


against a railway station in Mar- 
seilles and a high speed TGV train 
/travelling from the southern city 
-to Paris on New -Year’s eve had 
risen to five. 

One of the people seriously inj- 
ured on the train died Monday in 
hospital, bringing the toll to three 
dead on the train and two dead at 
the station. 

A bomb Sunday destroyed the 
French Cultural Centre in Tripoli. 

The caller said Monday: “We. 
the children of Sheikh Abdullah, 
claim responsibility for the triple 
attacks 3gainst France on New 
Year's eve and in Tripoli. This was 
revenge for the victims of the 
French bombardment of the She- 
ikh Abdullah barracks tp Baalbek 


PFLP blames Bonn for prison fire 


DAMASCUS (R - The Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pal- 
estine I PFLP accused the 'Vest 
German government Monday of 
“burning six prisoners” in a West 
Berlin jail and said the "crime 
would not go unpunished.” 

It was referring to the deaths 
lwo days ago of six prisoners, 
three Sri Lankans, a Lebanese, 


Tunisian and a Palestinian, in a 
• fire in their cell. 

A West German police spo- 
kesman said the prisoners pro- 
bably started the fire as a dem- 
onstration and ruled out an earlier 
theory that the incident resulted 
from ’a suicide pact. 

The victims, who barricaded 
^eg^vesin thg ceU Ije^resei- 


ting mattresses on Fire, were awa- 
iting deportation. 

The PFLP. one of the most rad- 
ical Palestinian groups, said in its 
statement that the West German 
authorities "commiued an abo- 
minable crime when two days ago 
they burned six prisoners, among 
them one Palestinian and one 
Lebanese." 


iriotS tiflderline political force of subsidised fifed prices 


By Charles Lambelln 

Reuter 


TUNIS - The price of bread is an 
explosive issue in a country like 
Tunisia where it is the staple food 
lor the poor and. for everybody, a 
Cost-ol-living symbol. 

* Four people were killed last 
weekend and an unspecified num- 
ber injured, according to an off- 
icial statement, in explosions of 
violence in several towns of sou- 
thern Tunisia following sharp inc- 
reases in the price of bread. 

> Sources dose to the country's 
Labour Union Movement said the 
number of dead might be as high 
us 1 5. with 6* I injured in riots con- 
tinuing into this week. 

The violence illustrates the pro- 
blems facing North African gov- 


ernments when they try to abolish 
their long-established policy of 
subsidising staple food prices as a 
tool against inflation and to pre- 
empt higher wage claims. 

In riots in Casablanca in June 
IUN[ around 200 people died 
after the vloroccan government 
raised food prices. 

In Tunisia, the planned increase- 
in the price of cereal products was 
made public some time ago. but 
shoppers on New Year's day were 
still shocked to find bread had 
gone up by about l Hi per cent- 
The increase also applied to sem- 
olina. the basic ingredient for the 
traditional national dish. Cou- 
scous. 

The Tunisian government said 
steps would be taken to alleviate 
hardships caused to the poorest. 

Diplomats said the government 


had "been mistaken to announce 
the rises before publicising details 
of assistance, and that its raising 
prices in a single move had sho- 
cked many Tunisians. 

The Morocco, state subsidies 
were running in 19X3 at about 
*250 million a year but they were 


NEWS ANALYSIS 

cut by one quarter in the sup- 
plementary austerity budget app- 
roved in June. 

Since then prices of basic foods, 
petroleum products, postal cha- 
rges. electricity and water have 
risen gradually over six months. 

Last week. King Hassan ann- 
ounced that a census of ind- 
ividuals' wealth would be taken so 


that richer people would bear the 
burden of the increases. 

In Algeria the government ann- 
o unced late last ye ar that food sub- 
sidies would be cut to try to red- 
uce food imports costing about 
two billion dollars a year. 

The measures envisaged by the 
Tunisian government to help the 
poor include increasing the lowest 
wages and improving some social 
security benefits. But they would 
be of little help to the jobless, dip- 
lomatic sources said. 

The riots centred on Kasserine. 
2nu- kilometres from Tunis and on 
Gafsa further south in the cou- 
ntry's depressed southwest. 

According to official figures, 
unemployment in the western 
province is between 2li and 25 per 
cent of the work force. If a man 
works one day in 1 5 he is officially 


considered employed. 

Tunisia enjoys a relatively high 
Gross National Product |GNP’ 
per capita - nearly R 1.300 in 
19X3 - in comparison with other 
Third '.Vorld countries. Bui the 
wealth is unevenly distributed 
among its regions. 

The northern urea around 
Tunis, the prosperous central agr- 
icultural plain ol ihe Sahel and the 
bi&y port of Sfax .n the south are 
relatively rich but the west and 
southwest, along the Algerian 
border, are less developed. 

The poor regions also lean fur- 
ther left than the rest of the cou- 
ntry. which has been ruled since 
independence by the Socialist 
Destour Party of President Habib 
Bourguiba. and the phosphate- 
mining city of Gafsa has been a 
scene of past unrest. 


The government has been try- 
ing since last summer to reduce 
bread subsidies, which cost it 
about S3tllf million last year. 

In October former Economy 
Minister Abdelaziz Lasram res- 
igned after disagreeing with ihe 
prime minister that the rises sho- 
uld be made all at once, political 
sources said. 

The subsidies are mostly paid to 
. flour mills to compensate for the 
difference between the price of 
grains bought on the world market 
and the arbitrarily low price of 
flour fixed by the government. A 
smaller part of the subsidies is paid 
to bakers. 

This policy of maintaining 
bread at an artificially low price 
has several drawbacks. Algerian 
and Tunisian government officials 
sav. 


Thatcher pressured to 
recall troops in Beirut 


eding train north of Marseilles, killing three people 
(A.P. wire photo) 


LONDON (R| — • A senior mem- 
ber of Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher’s Conservative Party 
Tuesday urged the British gov- 
ernment to pull its UHl-man pea- 
cekeeping unit out of Beirut. 

Sir Anthony Kershaw, former 
chairman of parliament's select 
committee on foreign affairs, told 
a radio 'interviewer Britain had 
joined the Multi-National Force 
t MNF of U.S.. French and Italian 
troops in the Lebanese capital “to 
oblige the Americans.” 

"1 should like (Mrs. Thatcher, 
to go and telephone President 
Reagan and say ‘now look the 
thing's gone far enough, lei's stop 
it and let's stop it soon'.” Sir Ant- 
hony said. 

His call follows an ann- 
ouncement by France Monday 
that it was pulling nearly 50(1 tro- 
ops out of Beirut and transfering 


them to southern Lebanon and 
Italy's decision, last month to cut 
its force. 

The Reagan administration is 
also facing growing pressure to 
withdraw the U.S. Marines from 
Beirut, where the MNF force, par- 
ticularly its U.S. and French units, 
has come under increasing attack. 

Mrs. Thatcher has said Britain 
would “not consider unilateral 
withdrawal or lead a strategic ret- 
reat from Lebanon.” 

Britain's opposition Labour 
Party's chief defence spokesman. 
Denzil Davies, speaking on the 
same programme as Sir Anthony, 
called for a meeting of the four 
countries in the MN F to consider a 
pullout. 

•*lf the others don’t want to 
come out... then I think we set a 
deadline of say 3ti or 4ti days when 
we will withdraw our troops.” Mr. 
Dav ies said. 


on Nov. 1 7. Future attacks will not 
go unpunished.” 

Earlier in Tripoli a little known 
group calling itself the "Armed 
Arab Struggle Organisation” 
handed a written message to local 
journalists caliming responsibility 
for the New Year’s eve bombings. 

The message, in French and 
Arabic, said. “ We will not let only 
our children weep for the blood of 
the Baalbek martyrs.” 

French planes carried out a raid 
against a pro-Iranian Shi’ite Mus- 
lim guerrilla base in the Lebanese 
city of Baalbek after a suicide 
truck-bomb attack on the hea- 
dquarters of the French Mul- 
tinational contingent in Beirut kil- 
led 5* paratroopers. 


Turkey to reduce number 
of troops in N. Cyprus 


ANKARA (R! — Turkey said 
Tuesday it would reduce the num- 
ber of its troops in Northern Cyp- 
rus as a gesture intended to inc- 
rease goodwill on the divided isl- 
and. 

A Turkish Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said Turkey had dec- 
ided to pul] out 1.500 soldiers 
from the northern sector of the 
country over the next two months. 

The spokesman. Nazmi Aki- 
man. said the proposed move was 
meant as a “contribution to the 
efforts of the Turkish-Cypriot 
state to establish goodwill and 
mutual trust in the island.' 1 

Turkey, whose invasion of Nor- 
thern Cyprus in 1974 led Greek- 
Cypriots to flee to the south, has 
an estimated 25.000 soldiers in 
Cyprus. It slightly reduced its mil- 
itary presence there after 1 977 but 
the last troop withdrawal was in 
1979. 

Turkish-Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash Monday proposed the 
reopening of Nicosia Int- 
ernational Airport and the res- 
ettlement dFGreek Cypriots iifthi* 
now-deserted -former tourist res- 
ort of Famdfeusta:: ” *• • 

President Spyros Kyprianou 
spent several hours Tuesday con- 
sidering the Denktash proposals, 
calling in a special working group 
on the Cyprus problem to study 
them, official sources said. . 

A government spokesman said 
there was unlikely to be an official 
reaction before Wednesday and 
the government would continue to 
study the proposals. i 

"There are many points which 
need to be analysed." he said. 

"Official sources said that at ; 
first reading, the main new ele- { 
ments in the Denktash package 
seemed to be his willingness to 
negotiate the return of Greek 
Cypriot refugees to Famagusta 
and the reopening of Nicosia Air- 
port. 

T urkey is the only country so far 
to recognise the independent 
"Turkish Republic of Nonhem 


Cyprus.” unilaterally declared by 
Denktash in November. 

Mr. Akiraan said Turkey wel- 
comed Mr. Denktash's statement 
Monday. 

He added: “In order to con- 
tribute to the constructive efforts 
of the Turkish Cypriots to est- 
ablish an atmosphere of goodwill 
and unity in the island and after 
consultation with the Turkish- 
Cypriot government, our gov- 
ernment decided to reduce its mil- 
itary presence in northern part of 
the island." 

He said the Turkish gov- 
ernment hoped the Greek side 
would not misinterpret these goo- 
dwill measures and would respond 
favourably to the "peaceful app- 
roaches.” 

Mr. Denktash has said a number 
of times that he would negotiate 
with the Greek Cypriots for a fed- 
erated Cyprus provided the Tur- 
kish community was treated on 
equal terms with the Greeks. 

Greece and Turkey, along with 

■ Britain arc co-guarantors of the 
) &an£s. Independence. , . . ... 

■ -'V ,■». • 

Baghdad, 

Kurds make 
peace 

BAGHDAD (R - Iraqi Pre- 
sident Saddam Hussein has signed 
an agreement with Kurdish rebel 
leader Jalal Talabani for a cea- 
sefire in Iraqi Kurdistan and bro- 
ader autonomy for the 2.5 million 
Kurds in the area, diplomats said 
Tuesday. 

They told Reuters the agr- 
eement. signed in mid- December, 
envisaged free and democratic 
elections to elect a legislative and 
an executive council for the aut- 
onomous region in northern Iraq. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Senegalese Tapestries at the Jordan 
National Gallery. 

* Saudi arid Gulf an exhibition ai the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

FILM 

■ "The Husxta'’ ar American Centre at 
K;IX) p.m. 

VIDEO 

p French video pro g r amm e starts at 
4:3(> pjn. ar French Cultural Centre 


CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre . Tel: 6611126*7 

American Centre — 44371 

American Centre library mm 41520 

British Council — 36147-K 

French Cultural Centre 37UW 

Goethe Institute - 41 W3 

Soviet Cultural Centre 442113 

Spanish Cultural Centre 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 3V777 

Hay* Arts Centre — . — ...... 665195 

Hussein Youth City 6671 PI 

. Y.W.C.A 4I7U3 

Y.W.M.A 664251. 

Amman Municipal Library 361 1 1 

University of Jordan Library X43555 

MUSEUMS 

Foldore Mnartnn: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over I WJ years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba Bird J crash (4th to IRth 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.IKI a.m. - 5 
p.m. Year-round. Tel. 51760. 

Iiiiilini All Imnlagh al Mini em Hasan 
excellent collection of the sntiqwtrief 
Jordan. Jabai gavi gqaTa( Citadel Hint- 
Opening hours: 9.1X1 a.m. - <<X> pjn. 

( Fridays and official holidays h. rffajij- 
4.u» p.r.l. Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan Nariooml Gaflery; Contains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lptures by contemporary Isbauc artists 


from most of the Muslim countries and a 
collection of paintings by IVih Century 
orientalist artist*. Muntazah. Jabai 
Luweibdeh. Opening hours: H'.Ull ».m. 
tJu p.m. and 3.3u p.m. - ft. no p.m. 
Closed Tuesday*. Tel. 3012*. 

Martyrs' Memorial I Military Museum): 
Collection of military memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1°16. 
Sports City. Amman. Opening hour* ” 
a.m.-4 p.m. Closed Saturdays. Tel. 
664240. 

Popular Lite of Jordan Museum: UMitii 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapon*, musical instruments, cic. 
Opening hours: 9.011 a.m. - 5.1HJ p.m 
Ouscd Tuesdays. Tel. 371 ftu. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

Lions Amman Clnb. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Tycho 
Hotel. 1 JO p.m. 

Lions PhUaMpUa Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth w ednesday at 
the Amman Marriott Hotel. I Jo pm. 
Philadelphia Rotary Chib, Meeting* 
every Wednesday 4t the Holiday Inn. 

1 :3» p.m. 


CHURCHES 

St. Joseph Church (Roman Cathnhc) 
Jabai Amman, tel. 2450M. 

Church or the Anatmclatieo (Roman 
Catholic} Jab al Luweibdeh. 3744U. 

De *■ Su*e Church (Roman Catholic! 
Jabai Hussein, 66(757. 

Church of the Annunciation (Greek 
Orthodox] Abdali. 23541 
Aagflcan Church (Church of the Red* 
Maser 1 Jabai Amman. 4(554. 
Armenian CathoBc Church Ashrafich. 
71331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashrafich. 
75261. 

St, hpfcraim Cbtarb (Syrian Orthodox I 
Ashrafich. 7|75l 


PRAYER TIMES 

05:13 Fajr 

06:33 I Sunrise I Shuruy 

11:40 - Dhuhr 

1425 m-A it 

16:44 — ... . Maghreb 

1M9 ...„ >‘liha 


AMMAN AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation ileparment at the Queen Alia 
International Airport tel. p«l 53250, 
where it should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

07:00 — — Cairo (FA i 

07:15 — Karachi (PI A. 

09:05 Aqaba (RJt 

09:15 Dubai. Abu Dahbi (RJ! 

09:45 D hah ran. Kuwait (RJt 

09:45 - Cairo ( RJ i 

Hkl5 — Beirui (RJi 

11:05 Muscat. Bahrain |KLMi 

I4.-Q5 _... Cairo (EAt 

14:40 Kuwait iKACt 

14:50 Bucharest iTaroml- 

15:00 leddah (Saudtat 

15i30 Baghdad (IA1 

15:30 Cairo iRJi 

ifcJO Bangkok I RJ. 

17:00 Rio Jc Janeiro. Lisbon (IAI 

17:15 New \ork. Vienna (RJl 

17:50 Copenhagen. Athens ( RJ J 

18J0 Beirut IMCAj 

1&30 Cairo (RJt 

18:40 Madrid. Rome 1RJ} 

IMS Cairo tF.At 

20:05 .. Cairo (EAj 

20:15 franklun. Larnaca (LH) 

20:55 Zurich, Athens. Damascus (SR) 

0O-J0 Cairo l EA> 

0fc45 Baghdad (RJ. 

0t:05 Cairo i E At 

DEPARTURES 

05:45 Cairo I RJ) 

0fc2$ Lara (ten. Franklun (LH) 

06J0 Beirut (RJ) 

07:00 Aqaba (RJ) 

08:00 Cairo (FA) 

O6J0 Athens (OA) 

08*30 Abu Dhabi. Karachi IPlAi 

09riB . Beirut (ME A] 

IfeSS — Damascus. Rome (AJitalu) 

11:00 — Vienna. New York ( RJ | 

II'JO Cairo i RJt 

11:55 Amsterdam (KLM) 

U:00 London I RJ i 

1*30 Cairo (RJ) 

15:05 Cairo (EAt 

15:40 Kuwait iKAC) 

15:50 Lamaca. Bucharest (Tarom) 

16:30 — .... Baghdad (lAj 

1*30 — Jeddah { Saudis] 


18:00 Baghdad (lAI 

19-JO - Kuwait. Dhahran (RJ) 

19:40 Bahrain. Doha l RJ) 

19:40 Jeddah tRJ'. 

20:05 Cairo (EAt 

20:15 Baghdad (RJt 

20:30 Cairo I RJ t 

20:30 Abu Dhabi. Dubai ( RJ i 

21:05 - Cairo (EA) 

02:05 Cairo (EAl 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


EMERGENCIES 


LiKal seU buy rates in fils 

Bcfgran Irene 

..ftft.fi' 

67 

Dutch guilder 

12«i.7' 

121.4 

Egyptian guinea 

...321 

325 

1 tchcIi franc 

.. 44.4' 

44.7 

Iraqi dinar 

.. 3fi7‘ 

372 

Italian (ire Hor 1 OH 1 ... 

.. 22 J' 

22.5 

Japanese yen (tor Jtiu: 

16(1.2' 

161.2 

Kuwaiti dinar 

. 126ft- 

127(1 

l-chancM? lira 

..63.5' 

64.X 

Omani rrval 

. IH66 1 

11176 



|M2 

Saudi nyal 

1115 X 

llfc 

Swedish crown 

.. 46.2' 

46.5 

Swim franc 

I69.‘>' 

L7i».q 


57' 


L'AF. dirham 

1 !*(>.«■■ 

mi 

U.K. sterling pound — 

536.3' 

530.5 

1 ’.S. dollar 

... 371' 

373 

u . German mark 

. 135. ft’ 

136.4 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

ft will be ckrudy. with light and variable 
winds which will be gradually changing 
in nnnhwcsicrly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will he northerly moderate and 
seas calm 

Low high temperature in dfg.C. 

Amman ft'i-1 

Aqaba | liO) 1 

Deserts 4 I.S 

Jordan \ alley lij-2] 

Yesterday 1 * high icmperatures- 
Amman li. Aqaba |U. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman Kit per cent. Aqaba 4‘f 
per ccnl. 


Ambulance 

Firstaid. hre. piNce 

Blood bank 

Civil Defence rescue 

fire headquarters 

Police rescue |*»2. 21 

Police headquarters 

Traftic polcc ... — _.. 

Elect nc Power Cn 

Municipal water service ..... 


l‘*3. 75 111 

|*i*> 

75121 

oft 1 1 1 1 

22ii'«*-3 

•2. 21 III; 37777 

... J9|4I 

5b3‘«'-| 

363*1-2 

ce 71 125-s 


(Juecn Alia Ini. Airpnrt ..in* 53333 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre .. s«l 3X1 3-32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amman 442X1 . a 
Akileh Maternity. J. Amman .. -12441 

Jabai Amman Maternity 423ft’ 

Malhas. J. Amman 3614 m 

Palestine. Shmeisani 6h4J71-» 

ShmewUM Hospital «(•'>! 3 1 

University Hospital S4SM5 

Dar Al-Shifa. J. Hussein 66715-s 

AJ-M lias her Hospital bb7227-‘i 


Dr. Jarm-vl Maraqj — — 

Grand Arabian pharmacy .... 
Al central pharmacy ......... 

Cm 1 Jayna pharmacy 

Al A'idto pharmacy 

Itala pharmacy 

..... 7t>| 4*» 
....33(71 
..24217 
... x I32(8i 
. 727ft) 
... 7 xm| f 

Barq taxi ... 

... 4J2‘«i 

I'nncrsiiy mi 

Tareq taxi 

.ft6Uii>t 

.... 23(124 

Shahid taxi 

,...2ric»l 
... «*2'*3«» 

IRBID 

Dr Nidal Haddad 



2IK1 

VJiRQAi 


A 1 luihad pluxmaev 

(- 1 


GENERAL 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. W'a'cl AI Khatib 


. 665292 

Jordan Television 

.. 73111 

664164 

Rodin Jordan 

■ 74|[| 

77HM-3 

Minis! rv ot Tourism 

.. 42311 

... 75111 

Hotel cnmplamis 

666412 

.. *'1611 

Price complaimv 



TeUfpIkvnc: 
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Jordan and Middle East «*'niix 

. — in 


Overseas calk 



Cable nr telegram 

is 

. ft“5(»35 

Repair service 

II 


MARKET PRICES 


Vpperlnwrr price hi 

Apple (Double Red) 

Apple (Golden) 

Apfflc (Srarkem 

Apple (Smith) 

Apple (local 1 ™ 

Banana [ 

Banana (Mukatnmar: ” 

B«i» 

Cabbage 

Carrot 

Cauliflower /white) 

Cucumber 1 large) : 

Cucumber tunaffj 

Dates - 

Eggplant (large) 

F.ggplanl (small 1 

f‘*» - — 


fits per kg 
4«t» • 43d 
4SI| • 45t) 
JM) - -150 
■tail • 

22 " ■’ I 
27li • 23n 
23(» ■ 2<Hi 
250 • ’IK) 
. 6ti ‘ 4(1 
IS11 * I2<> 
*»(> 1 Ml 
22»’ 1 7il 
370 ' 2X1) 
l ft) • 1511 

4(1'. 6ti 
I Ml ' I2U 
-Kill ■ 3lai 


Garlic 

Grape* (whne) 

Grapes (Mack) 

Grapefruit 

Guava 

Lemon 

Marrow (laigci 

Marrow (small; 

Mallow ... 

Olives 

On Km (drv 

okra 

Oranges lAbu Surra: _ 
Oranges tShanunuuii) . 

Pears 

Pepper (sweet) 

Pepper (hot green i 

Potatoes ..... 


. 360 - 32ti 
. 7IHI ’ 6IH! 
. 7cm ' firm 
.Urn- Ktt 
. 401 » 1 3tHV 
. 1311* 1IKI 
. Wl' 50 
. I44J ' I |t> 
. 16U 1 J4» 
. 350 ' 200 
.150' 120 
. ISO' too 
. 250' ISO 
. 17t»r |40 
. 75U ' 70(1 
. 22(1 r 1 6i] 

. 220 ' lfio 
. 300 ' 25(j 


.TJ-V.',W 
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Hassan, 
Duke of 


Jord an issues Amman revenue target 
bibliography of for . 84 set at JD 20m 
settlements . 


to open 
exhibition 


AMMAN (J.T.; - His Royal 
. Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
and the Duke of Gloucester will 
open an exhibition on Islamic arc- 
hitecture scheduled lo be held in 
Lomkra on Jan. 23. according to a 
■story published Monday in the 
. daily Sawt A/ Shaab. 

. life exhibition is being org- 
anised by the Arab-British Cha- 
mber of Commerce in cooperation 
with Arab Chambers of Com- 
merce and other concerned Arab 
.and British institutions. 

The exhibition will include var- 
ious aspects related to the dev- 
elopment of the art of old and 
modem Arab architecture. 

Crown Prince, 
premier pay 
visits to 
Balkaz family 

AMMAN (Petra - His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Monday evening visited the Bal- 
kan family house and conveyed 
them his condolences on the death 
of their son 'Valid Jamal Balkaz. 
an official in the Jordanian emb- 
assy in Madrid who was killed by 
an unknown gunman Thursday. 

Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
also visited the Balkaz family 
Monday evening and extended his 
condolences. 

‘ Municipality 
inefficiency 
caused Zarqa 
committee 

head to resign’ 

‘ 

ZAR JA 1.1. 1*. - A Zarqa Mun- 
icipality source said inefficiency of 
the municipality managerial staff 
and lack of laws and regulations 
facilitating its renewal and act- 
ivation are among several main 
reasons that have led to the res- 
ignation ot the head of the Zarqa 
municipal committee. Or. Nofan 
A1 Bmoud. the Jordanian daily 
Sawt Al Shaab said Tuesday. 

Lack of financial resources to 
provide lor vital and essential : 
municipal services for city res- ! 
idcnis of over 4IHI.IKH1: delay in , 
paying their due financial com- 
mitments and fees by residents 
have also made it extremely dif- 
ficult for the municipal committee 
to carry out its responsibilities, the 
source told Sawt A I Shaab. 


AMMAN iJ.T.: — The Jordan 
National Geographic Centre has 
issued a bibliography of Israeli set- 
tlements up to raid-19X3. acc- 
ording to the Jordanian daily AJ 
Dustour. 

The settlements have been ind- 
exed in an alphabetical order with 
the name of the settlement, the 
name of the Arab village or town it 
has replaced and information on 
the history and administrative sta- 
tus of the set dement. The bib- 
liography will be constantly rev- 
iewed for follow-up purposes. 

Centre's documents show that 
the Israeli settlement drive int- 
ensified and settlements increased 
in number over the period of 
Men ac hem Begin' s premiership of 
Israel. The documents also ind- 
icate that the number of set- 
tlements established between 
1 967 and 1^77 was 47. whereas 
the number increased to 149 by 
mid- 1 9 x 3 in the 'Vest Bank. Gaza 
Strip and the Golan Heights. The 
figure does not include 16 set- 
tlements set up in the occupied 
Jerusalem area. 

Three settlement belts have 
been established kin the 'Vest 
Bank on military bases, and exp- 
ropriation of Arab farming land 
has been the main source of bui- 
lding land for these settlements. 
AI Dusiour report says. 


AMMAN ( Petra' — Amman 
Mayor Abdul Raouf AJ Raw- 
abdeh said that Amman Mun- 
icipality’s revenues during t*#«4 
will amount to JD 21 1 million. He 
announced this Tuesday morning 
during a meeting held with NCC 
Speaker Suleiman Arar and NCC 
members. 

Mr. Rawabdeh said that the 
municipality will do its best to fac- 


rclating lo the numbering of hou- 
ses. organisation and construction 
violations. 

Later, he accompanied Mr. 
Arar and the NCC members on a 
lour which took them to Jabal 
Amman. Wadi Abdoun. Nazzal. 
Ras AJ Ain. Ashrafeyyeh. Weh- 
dat. Manara. Nasr. Hamlan. the 
Equestrian Club area. South and 
North Marks. Mahans. Hashimi- 


Amman water authorities say 
45% of drinking water wasted 


ilhaie procedures pertaining lo cu- V" 

bens' Services. He then angered N “ h * , a " d " g! 

questions nr (he NCC speaker and P“ led ‘he projects undertaken by 
members on a number of matters Amman slume.pal.ty. 

Municipality suspends decision 

AMMAN (J.T.‘- — An Amman with related bodies to arrive at a 
Municipality source said a pre- suitable formulation of the issue. 
vious decision by the municipality the source said, 
making it necessary for buildings citizens building new houses 
of over three storeys to obtain a wi! , nol ^ asked to submit any 


AMMAN (J.T,) — The Amman Water and Sew- 
erage Authority (AWSA) will this year implement 
sewerage projects in the northern, southern and 
western parts of Amman at the cost of JD 7.5 mil' 
lion, according to AWSA Director General Moh- 
ammad Saleh Al Kilani. 

He said one of these protects himi. Jabal Nuzha. Marita and 
will carry out at several sites. -' adi Nasr. 


These arc Umm Al Summaq. Pri- 
nce Rashed. Baiader Wadi Seer. 
Customs officials housing estate 


This month two tenders will be 
announced for the imp- 
lementation. of these projects 


and Mari Al Hamam and Due- which will be completed in Nov- 
h ember. Mr. Kilani said. 


ismeh districts. 

This will cost JD 5 million: and 
the other, estimated at J D 2.5 mil- 


Mr. Kilani. who was speaking in 
an interview with the daily A I 


Royal Scientific Society (RSS' documents as the new arr- j which is not accoumcr for. 


lion, emails laying sewer pipes at l>ustour. referred to the drinking 
*.v adi Al Marbat. Jabal Al Has- water problems in the capital. He 


certificate signifying that their an g emem will only concern arc- 
plans meet safety. requirements is w ajld p i ann ing offices, he 


to be suspended for two months. 

The decision required that the 
.plans should be approved by the 
RSS to guarantee local safety sta- 
ndards are provided for in the con- 
struction plans, the Jordanian AI, 
Ra’i daily said Tuesday. 

The municipality will rec- 
onsider the decision during the: 
coming two months and discuss 1 
the various aspects of the issue 


added. 


Gulf, Saudi art exhibit at 
RCC ends Thursday 


Jordan petroleum products ^ 
sales rose 8 per cent in 1983 

AMMAN l J.T/ - Jordan Pei- ralio L ns 81 lhc potash project* 
mlcum Refinery Company’s sales l " e U ea£ J Sea. the Jordan 

of petroleum products rose by an fertiliser company industry in 
average eight per cent in the past Aqaba, the new cement minesfac- 
year over those of I us*2. according ,or, « in lhc *>wb and the new 


to the company’s general man- 
acer. Mr. Sa'd Al Tal. 

He said that fuel oil sales in 
1 9X3 rose by 23 per cent over 
19X2. following the start of ope- 


power stations built in the cou- 
ntry. The total sales of petroleum 
products in 19X3 amounted to 
2.154.556 tonnes compared with 
I .932.279 in the previous year, he 
said. 


Jordan to hold first-ever 
socio-anthropology seminar 


A^M.MAN IJ.T. - Thursday 
4 Jan. 5 ‘ will be the Iasi chance to 
see an exhibition of works from 
the artists of Gulf states. Saudi 
Arabia and Bahrain which has 
been on show at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre since Dec. 24. an ext- 
ensive display ranging from pen 
and ink souk scenes to portraits, 
impressionistic seascapes and cer- 
amics. 

The latter, particularythe shell- 
like forms of Mohammad Yousef. 
Mahmood Hassan's ceramic 
boxes whose smooth sides are 
punched with a series of sop- 
histicated shapes, and Salim 
Jouar’s spheres with their int- 
eresting insets, reminiscent of the 
earlier work of our own Mahmood 
Taha. arc amongst the most att- 
ractive works at the exhibition. 

Amongst the many good oil 
paintings the work of two artists 


which is not accoumcr for. ' ‘ h _ai lhc walc / , mclrc5 1 cf,unl 
He appealed to house owners to on fy 5? per cent of the total water 
have these faulty pipes replaced consumption. The rest is leaked 

and new ones laid in such a wav awa y a ”** SA ncvcr rett> ' eft 

any of us cost. 

■ Al present AWSA is in contact 

with the '' orld Bank to despatch a 

rt PYlliHit of special team to Amman to try and 
vAlllUll €*■ L find a solution to the problem. Mr. 

j Kilani said. 

| U fj^(| QV According to him. much of the 

J pumped water runs through worn 

standout- the lovely coastal Ian- £ ul P‘f»cs that carry water to 
dscapcs with their gentle colours homes and these pipes are mainly 
and verticals of Farid Saoud Bok- responsible for the loss ol water 


stand out - the lovely coastal lan- 
dscapes with their gentle colours 
and verticals of Farid Saoud Bok- j 
ies and Abdullah AJ Ma’hrikch’s' 
three marvellous old men with, 
their toothless grins who arc j 
"Laughing at Destiny”. 


Central Bank 
staff hours 
increased 


AMMAN iJ.T. - The Central 
Bank of Jordan has decided to inc- 
rease the working hours of its staff 
by one hour a day. According to 
the new system the bank staff will 
work until 3 p.m.. a bank spo- 
kesman said. 


AMMAN iPetra' - Thcfirstnat- 
ional seminar on cultural and 
socio-anthropology in Jordan will 
start at the Royal Cultural Centre 
(RCC on Feb. 13. 

The seminar is organised by the 
Directorate of Libraries. Doc- 
umentation and National Arc- 
hives { DLDNA in cooperation 
with Jordanian universities. 

DLDNA Director General Dr. 
Ahmad Sharkas talked about the 
goals of the seminar and said that 
it is aimed at introducing the nat- 
ure of anthropological studies in 
Jordan. It would suggest ways to 
develop this field as well as def- 
• ining and reviewing results of res- 
earch works and studies con-, 
ducted by Jordanians and others. 

. he said. 

Taking pari in the seminar are 


Jordanian and other specialists 
and those interested in. cultural 
and socio - anthropology fields, 
especially ihose who carried out 
studies op aspects of social- 
cultural life in Jordan. Dr. Sharkas 
said. 

Exhibition planned 

• 

He added ibai during the sem- 
inar there will be an exhibition of 
cultural, social and ant- 
hropological books and studies 
available in Jordan. 

Also on display in the exhibition 
will be a collection of pho- 
tographs. Laken during an ant- 
hropological study of the central 
Jordan Valley in 19.N2 and 19x3. 
with the aim of documenting asp- 
ects of life there. 


Archaeological trips to 
Jordan Valley planned 


A vlvIAN (J.T. - Archaeology 
enthusiasts have the opportunity 
this month to Icam more about 
ancient sites in two very different 
environmental zones of Jordan. 

Dr. Kheir Yassine of the Uni- 


Jordan Archaeological Museum 
at 10:00 a.m. 

• On Jan. 23. the Friends of Arc- 
haeology hold their annual mee- 
ting at the British Council at 6:00 
p.m.. including an address by their 
president. Mr. Raouf Abu Jaber. 


vcrsiiy of Jordan will lead a field and a sIjlk . i ccwrc hy Or. Ghazi 
trip of the Friends of Archaeology Bisheh on lhc !rcscocs of Dasr 
to the Jordan Valley sites of Deir Amra. 

Alla. Tell Mazar and Tell Saa- More information on these acf- 
diyych. on Jan. -0. departing from ivitics can be obtained from Mrs. 
the Department of Antiquities Theresa ' ege Hus (42467 or Mrs. 
registration centre at X:3» a.m. , arn [ Bollinger (*125*9 . who 
Related lo this trip will be a visit can la j lc bus reservations for 
on Jan. 21 to the University of l p c Jordan Valley field trip. 


Is it correct to link TV license fees to electricity bills? 


By Salameh B. Ne’matt 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN - The government 
found it convenient to collect 
home television licence fees by 
adding them to your monthly ele- 
ctricity bUL assuming that you are 
using electricity and assuming that 
everyone has a television set at 
home. 

The truth is. in case you use ele- 
ctricity - which is more likely 
than nol — and even if you do not 
have a TV set at home, you would 
have to pay JD 1 2 a year — whe- 
ther you like it or not- 

It is easier, safer, faster and che- 
aper to collect those fees this way. 
the director of the Jordan Electric 
Power Company. iMr. Mazhar Al 
Jundi. told the Jordan Times in an 
interview. 

From our past experience and 
statistics, he said, it has been pro- 
ven that few citizens were com- 
mitted before (o pay home TV 
fees ot*; of their own volition: 
whereas now everyone is com- 
mitted to pay because ‘‘in my opi- 
nion” he said, “everyone who has 
dcciricity at home, has a TV set as 
well. So. by adding the fees to the 
electricity bill, we guarantee to 
collect the maximum while at the 
same time keeping the cost of col- 
lecting fees to a minimum.'' 

• For those who donor have a TV 
set at home. Mr. Jundi. said, they 
can always report to the Ministry 
of Finance with a petition signed 
by tlie district chief certifying that 
so-and-so does not have a TV set 
at home. 

. Before that, the person con- 
■cemedcan bring a paper from the 
Jordan Electric Power Company 
sating for how long he has been 
paying TV fees. After that the 
Mqmtry returns money paid by 
IJ&pqison and sends a tetter to 
the efectrie company to stop col- 
lecting fees from that subscriber. 

AB Ihoseprocedurcscan be car- 



A familiar face — assuming that you happen to own a TV set 


‘Most efficient way’ 

“This is the best and most eff- 


- j . 4 ..^*,* ,iu» first thiw at thc time when each subscriber 
nod for electricity who owned a TV set 

months of each year a* d eofed by ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
the ministry. M . • lectors allocated by the Ministry of 

Finance, which was apparently not 

‘Most efficient way j n jq 7 «j t h e government imp- 

lemented new regulations in col- 
“This is the best and most eff- lecting TV fees by adding JD 11.5 
idem way to collect TV fees. \Y he- t 0 each monthly electricity bill wi- 
ther it is fair for the citizens or not fected by thc Jordan Electric 
is something besides the point Power Company or any aul- 
because. the company is only car- horised electric company ope- 
ning out a government law which rating in the kingdom or persons 
has been proposed, discussed.- producing electricity to sub- 
approved and issued by the cab-'* scribers. 

inet and there is nothing to argue The 1^79 regulations were 
about” Mr. Jundi said. modified by the new law which has 

The TV licence fee law was first been in effect since June 19X3. 
issued and implemented in 1971 The new law increased the mon- 


thly collected TV fees from J D 0.5 
to JD 1. The annual revenues to 
the government’s treasury from 
TV fees reached JD XtMlJMHi in 
1 9X2 ad will reach J D 1 million in 
J9X3 according to Mr. Bassam 
Gammoh. the director of the Tv 
revenue section at the Ministry of 
Finance Revenue Department. 

Mr. Gammoh said that the Jor- 
dan Electric Power Company used 
to receive 10 per cent of the total 
TV fees revenue but with the mod- 
ified 19X3 law. the company now 
receives five per cent only. The 
rest of revenues all go to the gov- 
ernmenf s treasury, he added. - 

JD 522,000 revenues 

As an example for revenues of 


TV fees collected from the 
Amman area residents through 
the past eight years. Mr. Gammoh 
said that in 1^75 revenues were 
J D 69.1 MK). in 1 977 J D 1 65.IKMI. in 
19X0 JD 423.000. in I9X| JD 
470.000 and in 19X2 JD 522.000 
- ■ which proves beyond any doubt 
that the law implemented since 
1979 is most efficient, he pointed 
out. 

People reporting to the Ministry 
of Finance with petitions slating 
that they do not have a TV set at 
home are so few that you tend u» 
believe almost everyhouac is act- 
ually equipped with a TV set and 
that collecting TV fees with cle- 
ciriciiy bill is nol such a bad idea 
after all. 

But then again some might say 
that many people who do nol have 
TV sets at home never go through 
the trouble of procedures to rec- 
oup what they have paid; while 
others do not know the pro- 
cedures at all. which is all to the 
advantage of the government’s 
treasury. 

More TV owners 

According to thc statistics of the 
Ministry of Finance TV Revenue 
Section in l9Kn. 162 citizens rep- 
orted to the Ministry claimingthcy 
do not have TV sets. In 19NJ the 
figure declined to 112 while in 
1*1X2 only 1**7 citizens reported. 

Asked why those extra fees 
were imposed on citizens in the 
first place. Mr. Gammofrsaid that 
people should not keep enjoying , 
various entertaining and inf- I 
ormative programmes broadcast 
on Jordan Television without pay- j 
ing. When one goes lo the theatre 
for entertainment one is expected , 
to pay for a ticket, he concluded. 1 

The indiscriminately imposed. 
TV licence fees on all electricity 1 
subscribers in thc country, fair or 
not. is a question that somehow , 
remains to be answered. 



Arbor Day 
celebrations 
will be held 
on Jan. 15 


By Ziyad Al Shiileh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN • Arbor Day cel- 
ebrations will be held in Jordan nn 
Jan. 15 under Royal paimnagc in 
the grounds of Al Fateh Mosque 
at Mahaita in Amman. 

The mosque built' in l‘»33 is 
regarded as one of ihe oldest 
monuments in the city. At the 
same lime oihcr Arbor Day cel- 
ebrations will be held in other 
pans oil he .country. 

■- According to the director of 
Afforestation at the Ministry of 
Agriculture. Mr. Ghalcb Abu 
Arabi. ihc ministry's nurseries 
have produced three and a hall 
million tree saplings 10 be planted 
during the celebrations. Some ol 
these saplings have already been 
distributed lo farmers whose lands ' 
depend on rivers and und- 
erground water sources for irr- 
igation. vlr. Arabi said. 

Tree saplings will be distributed 
to schools, sports clubs and other 
institutions shortly, he added. 
According to Mr. Arabi. nearly a 
million saplings have been placed 
at the disposal of directors ol agr- 
iculture in various govemoralcs 
lor ihis purpose. 

These saplings are of 35 strains 
but mostly are forest irees which 
have been found very convenient 
for growing in Jordan. Mr. Arabi 
said. The Ministry of Agriculture 
will in addition make a gift of half 
a million saplings to neighbouring 
Arab countries. 

Although these saplings cost 
I (H» fils each to produce, they will 
be distributed Ircc to the public, 
and it is hoped that all citizens will 
Jake every possible precaution to 
protect these trees from any harm, 
vlr. Arabi said. 


3rd food supply 
complex to be 
built Irbid 

AMMAN (J.T. - The Ministry 
of Supply will build a food-supply 
complex in Irbid. northern Jor- 
dan. in thc first half of this year, 
according to Supply Minister Ibr- 
ahim Ayyoub. 

He said the complex will include 
a 5iiJNNi innnc grain silo. 2tHi 
lonnc cold stores for meat, veg- 
etables and fruit, an automated 
bakery which can produce up in 
6.110(1 loaves an hour, warehouses 
that can store up to tonnes 
ol various commodities, offices, 
car parks, power generators and 
stores for water and fuel as well as 
other facilities. 

'•Viih the completion of the new 
project the ministry will have built 
three such complexes in thc cou- 
ntry make available food supplies 
that can Iasi for mom hs. the min- 
ister said. 

One of these complexes is loc- 
ated in Aqaba, southern Jordan, 
the other tn Jwcideh. in the central 
region of the country, and the new 
project in Irbid is the third com- 
plex. he explained. 

According to the minister, thc 
Irbid complex will be set up on 
2511 dunums not far from- Yar- 
mouk University. 


scribers arc sometimes requested 
10 settle. Mr. Kilani said that 
AWSA receives comparatively 
very few complaints - one tho- 
usand out of 7CMMMI subscribers 
every three months. 

Those who complain often for-, 
get that they consume a lot of 
water in the summer and they also, 
forget thai they water their gar- 
dens and neglect to fix faulty water 
cisterns and pipes. Mr. Kilani poi- 
nted out. 

‘Best water meters' 


As for water meters, they are 
ihu best that can ever be found, he 

Mohammad Saith Al Kilani ™! denied Ihal ihoso- 

meters could ever be the cause of 
excessive consumption, vlr. Kilani . 
that they can be inspected from sa jj. 

time to lime and so avoid waste ol j n summer, the rate of water 
more water, vlr. Kilani said. * consumption increases bv3o 10 40 

per cent over winter time and 
6,000 homes linked almost Iod.imjjj cubic metres ol 

water are pumped daily to various 
According to him. almost *ti per pans ol the capital around the ; 
cent of the capital's homes arc clock, according to vlr. Kilani. 
now linked to public sowers, and A - ' SA plans in replace 'the old 
'in the past year A'vSA linked inainsuiAmiiianwithancwuei- 
6 , 111)0 homes* to lhc main sewers, work at ihe cost ot JD 3nu.niu» 
In reply to a question about the and this w ill take place Juring the , 
exorbitant water bills which sub- current year. vlr. Kilani added. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

500,01)0 visit Jordan pavilion 

BAGHDAD (Petra - The Jordanian pavilion at the Baghdad 
International Fair was visited hy about 5 ini.ui in Iraqi citizens over 
the duration ol its opening period which ended Tuesday. Pavilion 
Director Mohammad Al Naser said ail those who had v isited the 
Jordanian wing had expressed admiration and appreciation ol the 
high standard of Jordanian industrial proJucis. They also praised 
thc progress achieved by Jordan in various fields. 

Varmouk University budget JD 14.1 15m 

A MMAN I LT. - t armnuk University's l*»xj fiscal budget is 
.ID Id. 1 15 million according to a spokesman lor the university's 
Royal commission which endorsed the budget. He said )haj the 
new budget's recurrent and other expenses amount to JD *.2n2 
million. Capital expenses including buildings anJ installations 
would cost JD 4. *45 million and the rest arc allocations lor 
covering the cost of transferring installations and other tacilitics 
from the university's temporary site to the permanent site. 

- Unjyersity. of Jordan exhibits books 

A M MAN I Petra - The first Arab and international book exh- 
ibition opens at thc University ol Jordan library ,v ednesJay. ITic 
len-duy exhibition, to be opened by the University President Dr. 
Abdul" Salam Al Majali. includes thc latest Arab and torcign 
books and encyclopaedias dealing with various specialised sci- 
entific subjects. 

Giscard D’Estaing due in Jordan 

A vlvIAN t.l. T. Former French President V alk-ry Giscard 
O' h suing is due in Jordan in two day's time fora tuo-day private 
visit, ihc Jordanian daily Saul A I Shaab said in its 1'ucsilay edi- 
tion. 

Amman, Valencia mayors in touch 

A M vl AN I Petra - Amman Mayor Abdul Ra'miJ Al Rawabdeh 
Tuesday received a cable from the mayor ol the Spanish city ol 
Valencia, vlr. Ricardo v'asado. deplored the recent attack on’ 
officials in the Jordanian embassy in viadriJ. vlr. t’asado exp- 
ressed the support of the \ alencia people to the people ol Jordan 
and their cause. 

Court sentences 20 merchants 

AMMAN (Petra - A military court has ordered twenty mer- 
chants to pay fines from JD 2i>- 1 tJt J or lo face 4tt-2in» day prison 
terms. Thc sentences were* imposed for violating the Ministry of 
Supply regulations. The military governor endorsed the sen- 
tences. 

JD 29.1m spent on public works 

A vl vl AN (.1. T. - The Ministry of Public 9 orks spent a total ol 
.ID 29.1 million in the course ol implementing its projects in the 
past year, according to u ministry spokesman. He said that .1 D 3. 1 
million was spent in the last month of I ‘ixj alone. The total v alue 
of projects undertaken by the ministry in the past year was .ID 
146.2* million, the spokesman added. Fie said that these were 
mainly construction ol roads and various government ins- 
tallations. 

Liquor stores' status reviewed 

AM vJAN (J.T. - The Ministry of Internal Affairs is currently 
reconsidering the status of stores selling alcohol in various Jor- 
danian governorules. according to the Jordanian daily Savvl Al 
Shaab. The ministry has asked administrative olliciuls not to 
renew licences for alcoholic drinks unless their owner* obtain a 
special notification from administrative governors in these areas. 

Awqaf minister attends Mecca meet 

A vl vIAN (Petra -• Minister ol Awqaf and Islamic Allairs 
Kamel Al Sharif will take pan in the ninth meeting of the woild 
higher council of mosques scheduled to open in Mecca Wed- 
nesday. The meeting will study the report of the council's general 
assembly, discuss opinions and proposals of the members and will 
also specify lhc date for the next session. 

Cabinet okays magazine’s licence 

AMMAN (J.T. - The cabinet Sunday approved a license to 
Ad nan Al Sabbah and Fayez Hamdan which allows them lo issue 
a sncio-cullural magazine entitled **A! Eihnein" (Monday with' 
vlr. Al Sabbah as its chief editor, according to a story published 
Monday in the daily Al Ra’i." Al fithnein" was issued a license in 
1962. 
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The act isn’t right 


IF it were just a question of Jordan and the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) saying “yes" to the Reagan pro- 
posals on the Middle East, and we would then recover the 
occupied Arab territories from Israel, Jordanians and Pal- 
estinians probably would not have waited until now to join die 
U.S.-sponsored peace process. But, unfortunately, the issue 
had never been as simple as that. 

As we are still wondering what it really takes — and bow long 
— to pave the way for a peaceful settlement in the region, it 
helps to take a look back and see bow different today’s situation 
is from the recent past. 

Seen from one perspective, the biggest stumbling Mock to 
achieving a comprehensive Middle East settlement remains 
that combination of Israeli intransigence and American mis- 
handling of collective U.S. and Israeli policies in this area. On 
the one band Washington knows, but yet has to accept, that for 
the Reagan initiative to have survived there must have been 
enough American pressure on Israel to make the necessary 
concessions for peace — namely the giving np of the occupied 
Arab land. 

On the other hand, the U.S. has to realise that, more than 
they have conceded already, the Arabs have nothing more to 
concede, and that is that. 

In his Sept. 1 proposals of 1982, the U.S. president aske d the 
PLO to sort of ignore its very existence and settle for what little 
he had to offer the Palestinians. It was an outrageous pro- 
position, and had to be totally rejected by the Palestinians. Now 
what? 

Another U.S. proposal implied that the PLO had to content 
Itself with whatever form of self-detennination, or more acc- 
urately the lack of it, the Americans and the Israelis had to 
offer the Palestinians. Again this was unacceptable, and we all 
saw what had happened afterwards. 

President Reagan then ruled that not aft Palestinian land 
belonged to them and that parts of it would have to be retained 
by Israel for “security’' purposes. But what is in fact left of the 
■■ land now? And how did the Americans ijianage; to stop Israel 
' from building more and bigger Jewish settlements on theWest 
Bank? 

Over 16 months have passed since we last heard hard facts 
from the U.S. president and his administration, and the Ame- 
ricans seem to be thinking that Jordanians and Palestinians 
might still give a “yes" or a “no" answer to their set of 
proposals. Is this period not long enough for the Americans to 
have said: Sorry pals, we do not think we got our Sept. 1 act 
right? 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra’i: Arab Nation’s true tragedy 


IN HIS television interview vfonday King Hussein underlined the 
fact that Lebanon's tragedy is part of the Middle East tragedy, which 
was caused by the Zionist occupation of Palestine. He said that all 
attempts to end the Lebanese crisis ended in failure because the 
original problem remains unresolved. There is no stability and no 
peace in the whole region and therefore Lebanon’s problems will 
remain unresolved. 

But for the Lebanese question to be solved there must be an end to 
Israel's aggression and occupation, and its defiance of the int- 
ernational community’s will. For the whole issue to be solved the 
United States should honour its commitments to Lebanon and other 
parties in the Middle East. 

In referring to the Arab League. King Hussein spoke about the 
Arab defence pact and said that the whole Arab League charter has 
to be put forward for discussion in the forthcoming Arab summit. 
The Arab leaders in King Hussein's view should show unanimity on 
the issues of concern to the whole Arab Nation. 


Al Dustour: Emphasis on unity 


IN VIEW of the circumstances the Arab World is passing through, it 
was natural for His Majesty King Hussein in his television interview 
vlonday to emphasise the relationship between the Palestinian and 
Jordanian peoples. This relationship reflects the common interests 
and common goals of both peoples since they in effect form a united 
family. 

King Hussein stressed the importance of maintaining the right for 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO' to take its own ind- 
ependent decisions and its right to remain free of hegemony and 
. domination of other Arab countries. Jordan supports the PLO bec- 
ause it represents the Palestinian people and its struggle for ind- 
ependence and freedom. 

On the Arab front. King Hussein referred to the Iraq- Iran war 
which he described as a big wound bleeding away Arab resources. 
This war. the King said, would not have lasted so long had all the 
Arab states stood by Iraq. He also called on Arab states to work 
together for restoring Lebanon's sovereignty and end occupation and 
foreign intervention in Lebanon's affairs. 
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IN MONDAY'S television interview. His Majesty King Hussein 
tackled most issues of concern to the Arab Nation in a responsible 
manner, and expressed his views as to what should be done to handle 
them.. 

His views, coming at the outset of the new year, should open our 
eyes for the task, awaiting us and the Arab League. King Hussein 
spoke about the Lebanese issue, describing it as a very complicated 
one awaiting solution. 

East-West tension, fighting among Palestinian forces in Tripoli 
and Bekaa aggravated the situation. Jordan, the King said, is fully 
behind any solution that guarantees the unity and territorial integrity 
of Lebanon and the complete Israeli withdrawal from that country. 
He also reiterated Jordan's total backing for Iraq which, he said, had 
been exposed to aggression: and also voiced Jordan’s support for the 
PLO and its right to take its own independent decisions. According to 
the King, all the problems which the Arab Nation faces now should, 
be tackled by the Arab League in a responsible manner and in a way 
that can best secure higher national interests. 


MIDDLE EAST HORIZON 


By Tara Bradford 


Americans need to be told more 


IN 1979. the renowned Pal- 
estinian scholar. Edward Said 
wrote in his book. “The Que- 
stion of Palestine" that in 
comparison with the Vie- 
tnamese and Algerian lib- 
eration movements, “the Pal- 
estinian movement has not 
been characterised by violent 
factional struggles, where riv- 
als vie with and attempt (o liq- 
uidate each other.” 

In 1983. Palestinians killing 
each other in Tripoli over str- 
ategic orpolitical differencesor 
otherwise made Dr. Said's sta- 
tement not so true and dealt a 
heavy blow, not only to the 
Palestinians themselves, but to 
their image and credibility in 
the eyes of the world. 

As 1 984 begins. Yasser Ara- 
fat and Al Fateh’s U -member , 
central committee are huddled 
behind closed doors in Tunis, 
trying to decide not only which 
step to take next, but in which 
direction. 

Since its inception by the 
Arab League in 1964. the Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) consciously undertook 
responsibility for all Pal- 
estinians: those in exile: those 
under occupation; those inside 
Israel. As the PLO leader. Ara- 
fat has been charged with gui- 
ding what Edward Said refers 
to as the “often hopeless ama- 
lgam of political loyalties and 
affiliations, which, like a tangle 
of half-loose umbilical cords, 
connects Palestinians to each 


other and to the countries in 
which they are resident-’’ 

Arafat’s has been a tough 
job — hard to pacify the var- 
ious Palestinian factions, def- 
initely. But many Westerners 
fail to see how the differences 
that resulted in the fighting at 
Tripoli can be a serious con- • 
sideration at this stage of the^ 
game. May 1 be so bold as to 
suggest the following letLer 
might be typical of an Ame- 
rican observer, puzzled by the 
PLO infighting? 

Dear Palestinians. 

Re: the recent Tripoli tra- 
gedy. please delay your dif- 
ferences until after you have 
achieved your goals of res- 
titution and national self- 
determination. When you fin- 
ally have your independent 
state, then you can argue about 
your political leadership. 

Of course, it is naive to think 
that a certain amounL in fact a 
great deal, of mobilisation and 
agreement among various PLO 
factions must be reached in 
order to achieve the successes 
you seek. Yet for the time 
being, make a tremendous eff- . 
ort to put aside your dif- 
ferences. cease your internal 
squabblings and stop being so 
selfish. 

Admit that what happend in 
Tripoli is perceived by the 
majority of people (par- 
ticularly in the United States 
and Europe, where they are 
just beginning to distinguish 


between terrorists and fre- 
■ edorn fighters] as the height of 
stupidity. You have the same 
goals, you have suffered the 
same hardships for years and 
yet you are suddenly tearing at 
each other. Why? In the long 
ruD. killing each other is only 
serving the Zionist enemy. It's 
been said before, there are no 
victors in war. only losers. 

Have your Palestine Nat- 
ional Council meetings, your 
Reconciliation Commission 
meetings, your Executive 
Committee meetings: argue, 
scream and shout at each other, 
but stop short of the gun and 
devise a framework within 
which you can all work tog- 
ether. 

And before accusing the 
United States of adding to your 
troubles, first differentiate 
between the Reagan adm- 
inistration and the American 
people. As Dr. M.T. Mehdi. 
secretary general of Arab Peo- 
ple to American People, poi- 
nted out during his visits to 
Amman and Damascus last 
week, you must intensify your 
propaganda campaign in the 
U.S. to offset Israeli pro- 
paganda. 

You see. lately you have rec- 
eived particularly “bad press" 
in the United States. When we 
see you killing each other in 
Tripoli over what may be very 
important differences to you 
(but seem ridiculous to usi this 
makes us think you have no 


regard for human life. And if 
you don’t care, why should we? 


Why should we mobilise our 
efforts to make the American 
government stop sending SIS 
million per day in military aid 
to Israel (other than obvious 
reasons that we need the 
money at home) when, app- 
arently. internal conflicts mat- 
ter more to you than Pal- 
estinian life? Though we are a 
sympathetic people, willing to 
listen to reason, you must und- 
erstand the majority of Ame- 
ricans are Christians who bel- 
ieve “the Lord helps those who 
help themselves." And. to the 
Western eye. the events in Tri- 
poli are perceived as terribly 
self-destructive, not only to the 
individuals killed, but to the 
very core of the Palestinian 
movement. 


ools. 

We are traditionally big sup- 
porters of the “underdog^ and 
greatly admire struggles for 
freedom and independence. 
And most Americans probably 
share the view that both Pal- 
estine and Israel have the right 
to exist but not at the exclusion 
of the other. 


generally been perceived in 
America with a negative con- 
notation. but all it means is the 
spread of ideas or doctrines by 
an interested party. The Zio- 
nists are masters at this, lea- 
rning early on that the media 
can be an effective and pow- 
erful tool towards acc- 
omplishment of goals. 


If you think it is the res- 
ponsibility of the U.S. to help 
you. for humanitarian or other 
reasons, then give us the cha- 
nce. Admittedly, you have had 
some bad experiences with our 
government policies, due again 
in pan to the very effective 
Jewish propaganda media 
campaigns and largely to the 
influential Jewish lobby in 
Congress. 


Sounds deceptively simple, 
right? It isn’t. To wage a war of 
propaganda will take millions 
of dollars and vast amounts of 
human endeavour by Arab- 
Americans. Palestinians and 
Americans who believe str- 
ongly enough in your cause 
that they are willing to work for 


it. 


You must also understand 
that many Americans have 
never heard your side of the 
story. Almost everything they 
know about the Palestinians is 
derived from often one-sided 
media accounts. And let me tell 
you. textbooks in American 
schools leave a lot to be desired 
when it comes to accurately 
outlining the Arab- Israeli con- 
flict. Most people reach uni- 
versity level before they hear 
the real Arab viewpoint — this 
is of course a big shock making 
us question many of the values 
we were taught in primary, 
elementary and secondary sch- 


But stop “trashing” the U.S. 
at every opportunity. Rea- 
listically. if you are going to 
make progress in your struggle 
for independence, you must 
convince the American people 
to insist that the American 
government stop sending mil- 
itary aid to Israel. 

Dr. Mehdi is right when he 
says Arabs can change the rules 
of the game, if you can educate 
the majority of the American 
.populace to the reality of your 
plight. But. like Mehdi says, 
you must utilise propaganda 
warfare which can obliterate 
the need for military action one 
day. 

The word “propaganda" has 


As Palestinians, you boast of 
having some of the most edu- 
cated and enlightened people 
in the world. Learn to use these 
assets to attain maximum ben- 
efits. 

You are now at a crossroads 
in your history where every 
step is crucial. You are res-, 
ponsible for your own fate, not 
the Americans, although we 
can help you achieve your 
goals. There are still many of us 


who believe injustice anywhere 
is a threat to justice eve- 
rywhere and you have already 
endured more than your fair 
share of injustices at the hands 
of occupying powers. 


Sincerely. 

A concerned American 



Poland: 1 6 years to make up for the loss 


By Donald Forbes 

Reuter 


WARSAW — “If things are so 
good in Poland, why is the sit- 
uation still so bad?" The gov- 
ernment newspaper Rze- 
czpospottta asked about the eco- 
nomy as 1983 drew to a close. 

Food price rises are on the way 
and the government has been dri- 
ven to deny on television that it is 
going to reform the Zloty to take 
excess money out of circulation. 

Even the good things men- 
tioned by Rzeczpospolita were 
relative. Cynics said its boast that 
industrial output for the first 1 1 
months of 1983 was 7.4 per cent, 
an achievement hardly matched 
elsewhere in the world was less 
than candid. 

It omitted to say that the com- 
parison was with a period in 1982 
when Polish industry was in col- 
lapse after the Solidarity Free 
Trade Union and martial law cri- 


1984 and afterwards than it has 
met so far in mobilising the cou- 
ntry behind it 

The theory is that growing pro- 
sperity will gradually reconcile 
opposed Poles to socialism. 

But even in the 1 970s. when bil- 
lions of dollars of Western credit 
helped transform Polish society, 
acceptance of Communism was 
never more than skin deep and it 
disintegrated at once when the 
boom ended. 

Prime Minister Wojciech Jar- 
uzeiski's government believes this 
basic resistance can ultimately be 
overcome by emulating Hungary’s 
discreet mix of private enterprise 
alongside state control of major 
sectors of the economy. 


Harder work needed 


ses. 


The drastic political and eco- 
nomic consequences of the con- 
frontation between Poland's 
Communist government and sol- 
idarity supporters provide the 
clue to an answer to Rze- 
czpospolita's question. 

Things are good because they 
have improved since the worst 
days of the union’s challenge to 
Communism. The situation is bad - 
because living standards are still 
25 per cent lower since 1979 alt- 
hough the government says they 
stopped falling in 1983. 


Optimistic projections 


Toraasz Afeltowicz, president 
of the Polish Economic Society, 
said the country would need until 
1 990 to eradicate the last traces of 
the upheaval. 

This target depends on ass- 
umptions that Poland's planners 
have made the right guesses about 
how the world* s economy will evo- 
lve and that nothing unforeseen- 
occurs like a new energy crisis. 

It depends also on the gov- 
ernment having more success in 


The immediate problem is to 
get the economy moving in order 
to start generating the prosperity 
which will. according to official 
thinking, provide Poles with the 
incentive to work harder. 

A package of economic reforms 
introduced in 1 982 has been wor- 
king sluggishly and the gov- 
ernment has been holding high- 
level meetings to bolster them. 

Ministers have been chiding the 
nation for its productivity rate 
which is up to 4UU per cent lower 
than that in other industrialised 
nations. Workers have been den- 
ounced for absenteeism and alc- 
oholism and managers for their 
resistance to change. A major eff- 
ort has begun to educate ordinary 
Poles about their own economic 
responsibilities. Zygmunt Szeliga, 
a journalist who expresses official 
ideas, said on television: 

“ People do not understand our 
economic problems and their 
knowledge of economics in gen- 
eral is very scam. It is better now 
than in the past but it is still bad." 


The government has promised 
to allow wages to rise by 1 7 per 
'cent while limiting inflation to 15 
per cent, thus allowing a rise in 
real purchasing power. 

Resources will be diverted from 
heavy industry, which has tra- 
ditionally devoured the biggest 
share of money for investment, to 
factories making things for people 
to buy. 

Already, shoes and clothes are 
in fairly easy supply although Rze- 
czpospolita admitted that “people 
may justifiably express misgivings 
about quality, style, price and the 
range of choice." 

The government hopes it will 
shortly be easier to buy ref- 
rigerators. washing machines, fur- 
niture and television sets for which 
there are long waiting lists. 

It hopes also to start cutting 
food subsidies which in 1983 cost 
the economy 52.3 billion but is 
handling the issue of food price 
rises in January with care. 


ical change in pattern of trade. 
Poland now does 60 per cent of its 
trade with its Comecon partners 
instead of with the West. Polish 
industry is being anchored more 
closely to Comecon requirements 
and markets. 

Industrial projects like making 
buses which have previously been 
undertaken in cooperation with 
Western partners are now being 
accomplished with East bloc ent- 
erprises. 


Foreign debts 


Wester sanctions 


The major problems next year 
will remain the Western economic 
sanctions imposed in retaliation 
for martial law. The measures 
have starved the economy of cre- 
dits. raw materials and transfers of 
modern technology. 

As a result of sanctions, the 
government has undertaken a rad- 


Li fling the sanctions would ease 
the situation but not transform it 
in a major way. There is still the 
problem of Poland’s 523.5 billion 
. debt to the West. 

Poland now has to pay cash for 
much of what it buys in the West 
and many Western companies ins- 
ist that -it settles its depts on old 
purchases before they accept new 
orders, even when immediate 
payment is offered. 

Almost important as an end to 
sanctions would be the lifting of 
the U.S. veto on Poland's efforts 
to rejoin the International Mon- 
etary Fund and the World Bank 
which would give it access to 
cheap credit. 

Because money is short, the tar- 
get for industrial growth in 1 984 
has been scaled down to 4.5 per 
cent from 5.5 per cent. 


Promised improvement 


A major effort is planned in 
1984 to improve the living con- 
ditions of workers and to get more 
consumer goods into the still drab 
shops. 


HOW CAM VWJ WJBT MY CottEBtf _ 
X MOOTOVtuCteHTs? 


JUST u»k M -THE. TOttRP OF MY 
Ju&nce tOMtlUEMl ■ 



Deep-rooted grudge 


SOME ISRAELI experts say they 
have found that Hebrew tex- 
tbooks are replete with negative 
stereotypes of Arabs and that the 
curricula in Israeli Jewish schools 
have done little or nothing to era- 
dicate prejudice. 

“What the kids are getting is a 
lot of stuff on Arab-Jewish wars 
and standard red-neck bigotry in 
order to prepare them for age 18- 
to go out and kill." said Benyamin 
Chetkow-Yanoov. who teaches 
social work at Bar-Ilan University 
in Tel Aviv. 

The dominant theme of reading 
books in the lower grades Ls war 
and patriotism, according to Dan- 
iel Bar-Tal. a professor of psy- 
chology at Tel Aviv University's 
school of education. He is con- 
ducting a research project on the 
matter. 


state of Israel." 

There is no centra! gov- 
ernmental issuance of textbooks, 
according to Arieh ShovaL deputy 
director-general of the Education 
Ministry. 

“Anybody can print any tex- 
tbook." he said. "The ministry 
does not impose any textbook on 
anybody." but merely lists those 
that coincide with a prescribed 
curriculum. 'Tm worried and I'm 
concerned about what I've read 
until now" of the texts, he said. 


“The bravery, the patriotism, 
the willingness to sacrifice lives, 
the heroism of Israeli soldiers” 
prevail in most of the stories used 
to teach Hebrew to children. Mr. 
Bar-Tal says he has found. 

" Relatively, there was a lack of 
reference to Arabs." he said. 
“When it was there, it was neg- 
ative. Usually, they don’t know 
how to fight, they are almost spies, 
they are willing to destroy Israel, 
they hate Israel. There are some 
stories, very few. in which they are 
portrayed as very cruel, almost' 
inhuman." This, he said, prepared 
children for war but not for 
open-minded coexistence with 
Arabs. 


Another expert. Alouph Har- 
even at the Van Leer Institute in 
Jerusalem, says he sees silence in 
the curriculum asthe main culprit. 

“ For 35 years there has been no 
education at all.” he said. “Pupils 
go through 1 2 years without a sin- 
gle hour devoted to the fact that 
every sixth Israeli is an Arab and 
that we live in a region where our 
historical destiny is to live with 
Arabs, in this country and on the 
other side of the frontier." 

The point is not made, he said, 
that "y9.9 per cent of all Israeli 
Arabs have never been involved in 
subversive actions against the 


Consequently, the ministry has 
recently decided to introduce, in 
the next few years, a curriculum 
focused on erasing stereotypes 
and promoting tolerance toward 
Arabs. Mr. Hareven and Mr. 
Chclkow-Yanoov arc among 
those involved in the reform: they 
say they are disturbed by what 
happens in classrooms. 

Mr. Hareven said he found it 
paradoxical, for example, that in 
1979. the year Israel signed a 
peace treaty with Egypt, a new 
high school textbook called “The 
Arab- Israeli Conflict" was issued. 

“When peace is signed." he said 
tartly, “you put out a textbook cal- 
led ’The Arab- Israeli Conflict.' ” 

. The book was a fairly good his- 
tory. he said, but he criticised it for 
failing to deal with what he called 
the “evolving pluralistic relations 
with the Arabs" — the Arabs who 
are Israelis, the Arabs who are 
under Israeli military occupation, 
the Arabs of Egypt at peace, the 
Arabs of Syria and other countries 
in a state of war with Israel. 

Like other texts, the book pro- 
motes a fervent devotion to sec- 
urity. It preaches against sym- 
pathy for the Palestinian sense of 
homelessness, for example, den- 
ouncing “a certain soft- 
heartedness" among some Israeli 
Jews. 

Another textbook, entitled 
“The Arabs and Islam." for use in 
seventh and eighth grades, shows 
Arabs only as scminomadic Bed- 
ouin tribesmen — primitive, vio- 
lent and warlike — New York 
Times. 
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in ’ 83 : 
Acid or 

none at ait 


•By LJoyd Timberlake 

. LONDON — Rgin dominated the 
environmental new during I yK 3 
. ..r-raad threatens to continue to do 
so for some years xo come- 
hi-thc industrialised nations of 
Europe and North America the 
rain was laced with sulphuric and 
nitric acid from the emissions of 
” power plants, industry and cars. It 
damaged forests, killed fish and 
corroded metal. 

In the developing nations of the 
South, the rain was clean enough. 
But there was very little of it. 
Some .1511 million people faced 
starvation in Africa as drought tri- 
ggered the second disastrous har- 
vest in a row. The U.N. listed 22 
nations, from Ethiopia to South 
Africa, as needing food aid des- 
perately. 

During 1W3. scientific thinking 
on borh acid rain and the causes of 
arid land food crises changed rap- 
idly. But in both the North and 
South, politicians remain far beh- 
ind -the scientists. 

* Both the United. ‘States and 
West Germany have over the past 
decade questioned whether smo- 
kestack emissions were really beh- 
ind the acid deaths of fakes in 
Canada and Scandinavia. The evi- 
dence was not conclusive: “scr- 
ubbers" for the smokestacks were 
too expensive, they maintained. 

Damage by acid rain 

But during l‘JX3. evidence 
mounted that acid rain hud dam- 
aged a quarter of all West German 
trees. Irom the Harz Mountains in 
rhe northeast to the Black Forest 
in the southwest. The Union of 
German Forestland Owners war- 
ned thar "an ecological disaster of 
unprecedented proportions faces 
the industrialised nations of Cen- 
tral Europe." 

Damage was being admitted 
even in the Eastern European 
countries ol East Germany. Cze- 
choslovakia and Poland, which 
have few enforced environmental 
protection laws. Britain remained 
the only major sulphur dioxide 
emitting nation which continued 
to maintain officially that science 
did not know enough about the 
problem, but even here there was 
growing evidence of damage to 
5 forests, fish and agricultural yici 
!!ds. 

In July the West German gov- 
ernment ordered that “scrubbers" 
be installed in all new power sta- 
tion!. and that all new cars must 
have devices in lessen pollution. 
Sett her of these moves is expected 
to slow the rate of lores! death. 

In the U.S.. scientists con- 
tradicted the Reagan adm- 


inistration’s offtcianine on lack, of 
evidence. A government task 
force reported that man-made 
pollutants were "probably the 
major contributors'' to acid rain. 
A National Research Council 
committee concluded that the 
occurrence of acid rain in the nor- 
theastern U.S. was roughly pro- 
portional to the average annual 
emission of sulphur dioxide. 

Butatyear’send.thc U.S. adm- 
inistration was doing little to limit 
sulphur and nitrogen pollution. 
And in Europe, while the lu- 
nation European Community was 
moving toward strict emission of 
Turing scrubbers to old ones. E.C. 
officials fear this could raise ele- 
ctricity costs by 2* l-3t t per cent and 
doubt that public opinion is ready 
■for such an increase. 

Northern nations were mea- 
nwhile pledging cash and food aid 
to the 22 African countries des- 
cribed by the U.N. Food and Agr- 
iculture Organisation (FAO' as 
being“on the brink of starvation." 

It has been U! years since the 
end of the last major African dro- 
ught: The f Sahel disaster. 

Its lessons have been largely ign- 
ored. Of the S7.5 billion in aid 
which poured into the area over 
1‘175-Nti. only * per cent to imp- 
roving the types of farming which 
supply the region's food. 

Disaster during dry years 

Vet Michael Glantz and Ric- 
hard Katz of the U.S. National 
Centre for Atmospheric Research 
report that fanning practices dur- 
ing reasonable years "end in dis- 
aster during the dry years." Alan 
Grainger, of Oxford University in 
Britain, agrees: “Drought triggers 
a crisis, but does not cause it. Ove- 
rcultivaiion and overgrazing wea- 
ken the land, allowing no margin 
when drought arrives." 

Yet when the FAO held its 
22nd annual conference toward 
the end of 1VS3. there was little 
evidence that the politicians and 
L'.N. administrators were lis- 
tening to the scientists. 

Sudan's President Jaafar At 
Nimeri said that the desert was 
taking over his nation's arable 
land at the rate of five kilometres 
lihrce miles 1 a year on a broad 
front. Though Sudan suffers ext- 
ensively from overgrazing and 
overfarming its fragile soils, the 
president did not connect this with 
his lost croplands. In the Sudan, he 
said, our motto is" agriculture and 
more agriculture.” 

FAO Director-General Edo- 
uard Saouma listed the reasons for 
Africa's food crisis: Low and 
badly-timed rainfall, crop pests, 
outbreaks of rinderpest and other 
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German forests are desperately 
sick and nobody knows why 


Some 150 million people faced starvation in Africa as drought tri- 
ggered the second disastrous harvest io a row (file photo) 


animal disease, civil strife and 
concentrations of refugees. He did 
not mention basic mis- 
management of agriculture. 

Desertification expert Moh- 
ammad Kassas. President of the 
International Union for Con- 
servation of Nature ( 1UCN says 
flatly that constraints in human 
society — chiefly rapidly growing 
concentrations of very poor peo- 
ple — “are hampering the natural 
capacity of Man to cope with cha- 
nges in the biosphere" such as 
droughts. 

■ He estimates that “des- 
ertification is now menacing the 
life-tsuppori systems of some 
hlMt-7(HI million people", over an 


area larger than the U.S. and the 
Soviet Union combined. 

Edward Pisani. commissioner 
with responsibility for dev- 
elopment at the E.C.. called at the 
year s end for a transfer of kno- 
wledge from meeting hall to the 
land itself: “If a fraction of the 
expenditure that has been made in 
the name of preparation, gat- 
hering and expert meetings had 
been spent on the land, perhaps 
some stones would have given way 
to a few trees." 

For both acid rain and drought- 
triggered food crises, scientists 
have told the decisionmakers what 
needs doing. It is now up to the 
politicians - barthcscan feature 


By James Buchan 

At first, they are just trees, str- 
etching as far as the eye can see. 
broken up only by clearings for 
tiny villages ringed by fields. 

A little closer, types can be dis- 
tinguished. There are Norway 
spruces, which the English think 
of as Christmas trees: silver firs 
with grey bark, pines with red. A 
few larches stand out. golden as 
the sunlight: and there is the occ- 
asional beech. 

Closer still, each tree is dying, in 
a different way. 

An old fir shows the blue sky 
through its crown. Spruce bra- 
nches droop wearily - what for- 
esters call the “tinsel effect." as if 
overburdened by indulgent par- 
ents on Christmas Eve. Another 
has lost great strips of bark to bee- 
tles. 

Saplings have turned yellow or 
have lost all but this year's needles 
and even those are deformed. 

Some beeches have curious ind- 
entations in their leaves, as if they 
were struggling to turn into oaks. 
“It's like being at a graveside." 
says Mr. Christoph Leinss. for- 
ester of the Altensteig area or the 
Black Forest. 

The German forest, a priceless 
resource and at the very centre of 
Germans’ notions of themselves 
and their world, is desperately sick 
and nobody is quite sure why. 

A census carried out by for- 
esters for the Bonn Agriculture 


Ministry in the summer showed 
•that 34 per cent of West Ger- 
many's woodland, which itself 
covers a third of the country, was 
damaged. Hardest hit are the con- 
ifers. which with the exception of 
the larch do not shed their needles 
annually. 

Three-quarters of the fir pop- 
ulation - a fairly delicate tree 
which grows primarily in the sou- 
thern states of Bavaria and 
Baden -Wuerticmberg — is sick. 
In Mr. Leinss' part of the Black 
Forest there is hardly a healthy 
tree left. Spruces, the most val- 
uable of Germany's softwoods 
and the bread and butter of the 
limber industry, are 4<t per cent 
damaged as are the pines. A qua- 
rter of the country's beeches, the 
most common and valuable tree in 
central Europe, are unhealthy. 

Across the border in East Ger- 
many. and above all in Cze- 
choslovakian Bohemia, the pic- 
ture is not as well documented but 
is probably as catastrophic. 

h is not simply the W est Ger- 
man limber industry, worth about 
DM3.5 billion 1*1.3 billion - per 
annum, and the half-million or so 
private landowners, who are ala- 
rmed that prices will fall because 
ol the foresters' drastic felling this 
year. 

The entire population is up in 
arms. 

A survey conducted in mid- 
summer by the Allcnshach lns- 
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tituic revealed that 99 per cent of 
those asked had heard of Wal- 
dsicrbcn — the death of Ger- 
many's forests. More of the res- 
pondents were concerned about 
the woods than about the 
Pershing-2 missiles which may 
one day be unleashed from amid 
them. More than 6u per cent were 
ready to pay a special tax to save 
the Forest. 

There have been inexplicable 
tree blights in the Black Forest 
before. What distinguishes (his 
year' s l Valdsierben - or “Forest 
Damage of a New Son" as it is 
more soberly known - is the 
speed and extent of the dev- 
astation. Even last year, a tree 
census, admittedly now criticised 
for lack of thoroughness, showed 
damage to only eight per cent of 
the country's woodland against 
today’s third. 

"It looks as if we have crossed 
some sort of threshold ol tol- 
erance after which it’s sharply 
downhill." says Mr. Rail Burg, an 
adviser to the Greens Party in the 
Baden - W ueruemberg par- 
liament. 

The key question is. why are the 
trees at Altensteig. miles away 
from any industry and in an area 
famed for the curative properties 
ot its air. dying. 

The blight, which began with 
the firs in the )‘i7»s and has spr- 
ead to the other species only in the 
couple ot years, was at first asc- 
ribed to hoi summers, above all 
the Sonncnjahr ol l v, 7fi. 

When succeeding years showed 
no let-up in the damage the theory 
of “acid rain" became current. 
This supposes that sulphur dioxide 
from industry, and nitrogen oxides 
- mainly from vehicles - mix 
with moisture and oxygen and 
precipitate as sulphuric and nitric 
acids. 

This theory was attacked when 
trees growing on alkaline soil, as in 
the Schwaebi&chc Alb or in Bav- 
aria, were also lound to be dying at 
an alarming rate. 

A battle royal broke nut in the 
German scientific community. 
“Mycologists say it's lunguses. 
bacteriologists say it's bacteria, 
virologists that it's viruses." Mr. 
.luergen Schmidt of the Baden- 
Wuerttcmberg agriculture min- 
istry says. Economic interest gro- 
ups. which are well organised in 
Germany, smoothly proposed that 
everybody should wait till the cau- 
ses were known. 

■■ fn- - a : monumtjwftf -Tcpon last 
Martflrttihe Commission - of Exp- 
erts on the Environment rejected 
arguments that the plague was 
simply a matter ol bad forestry, 
monoculture or drought and frost. 

The Commission suggested that 
airborne material such as sulphur 
dioxide, the nitrogen oxides, 
heavy metals and photo-oxidising 
agents were the prime offenders. 


They then left the trees exposed to 
secondary damage from the wea- 
ther. bacteria or the bark beetle. 
"We have at least identified the 
ringleaders of the gang." Mr. Ulr- 
ich Luchmann of (he Baden- 
Wuememberg Ministry of State 
.says. 

Even before the commission’s 
report, the conservative parties 
had moved to take over the 
Green's ground. Mr. Lothar Spa- 
eth. prime minister of Baden* 
Wuememberg. has since opened a 
new research centre into the pro- 
blem and campaigned tirelessly at 
the Stuttgart EEC summit in June. 
The Bonn government pushed 
through a bill requiring all new 
power stations to be equipped 
with gas scrubbers to cut sulphur 
dioxide emissions by a third. The 
industry say this can cost up to 
DM2(Ni million per plant. 

Meanwhile. Bonn has stuck its 
neck out by ordering that from 
I »»x&. all new ears must be fitted 
with Amcrican-style catalysators 
to cut out the nitrogen oxides — a 
condition for which is lead-free 
petrol. 

Not to be outdone, the Social 
Democrats have transformed 
their last Transport Minister Dr. 
\olkcr Hauf f. into an env- 
ironment spokesman. And as for 
the Greens. Mr. l-ranz Untcrstelle 
in Stuttgart admits the other par- 
ties havi; caught up in their rec- 
ognition of the problem, while say- 
ing the state and federal measures 
are wholly inadequate. 

Industry is now worried, with 
the German Federation of Cha- 
mbers of Commerce wanly app- 
ealing to the parties not to outdo 
one another to the detriment of 
the economy. 

Germany cannot solve its pro- 
hlems alone. I'hc wind that blows 
through Altensteig' v wood has 
come irom Alsace. “The French 
used to regard this as a German 
problem but they arc coming 
round to the need i'or a European 
solution." says Mr. Lochmann. 
reporting on Mr. Spaeth's vig- 
orous diplomacy over recent 
months. 

Meanwhile. West Germany 
exports to France and East Ger- 
many only slightly less sulphur 
dioxide than it imports. The Bonn 
government intends to convene an 
international environmental con- 
ference in Munich, with par- 
ticipation from Eastern Europe 
: and the Soviet Union. 

/. vd&texhcf .all -this can save the 
Altensteig trees is open to que- 
stion. “It's all been so quick." Mr. 
Leinss says, “too quick for nutural 
selection of the robust trees." 

Mr. Lochmann also raises a 
more chilling prospect: "Thank 
God. trees arc more sensitive than 
human beings and have reacted 
first." - Financial Times news 
feature 
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Call 660000/15 


CHINA 
RESTAURAN 

ABOVE MOCMM 
SUPERMARKET 

The first and best Chinese ! 
restaurant 
in Aqaba 
Take - away service ava- 
ilable 

Open daily 1 1 .30 - 3:30 - and 6:30 
11:00 

AQABA, Tel. 4415 


RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Aiixonditioned 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman! 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 38968 


To advertise in 
this section 



WHENEVER YOU ARE IN 
TUMMAN. THERE IS NO BETTER 
CAR TO RENT THAN 
SHAKHSHIR RENT A CAR 




shakhshjb 

RicntACar 


■haAoA 

668958 


Middle Easy Hoicl 
AMMAN. JORDAN 


Nightly 
7. p.m. to 
Midnight 



Join the Inn Crowd at ... 

4 


Rje g mas _ZgZ 


* 


with 

DjJj Extraoi 

Chris%umett 


Join the Inn Crowd at 

THE 
RANCH 


'Tv\ 


V 



the 
suites 


call 663100 for reservations 


MIRAMAR 

HOTEL 

Aqaba 

Room rates: 

Single JD i- 

Double JD 11.- 

Tripfe JD 14.- 

FamRy apartment JD 20.- 


Contlnental breakfast inc- 
luded 

Special rates for monthly res- 

idents and groups. 

Please cal tel: 4339 - 4341 - 

Aqaba 

Tefauc 6227S 


To advertise in 
this section 





Phone 66632>-> 


AMMAN AND AQABA 

Offer typical Chinese Mandarin cuisines and 
take away 

For quick lunch: 1 soup 1 main dish, 

1 rice 1 tea or soft drink JD 2.500 
Fully airconditioned 

Amman 


Tel. 661922 P.O. Box 9676 
Wadi Saqra Road 
Near Holiday Inn Hotel 


Aqaba - 

Tel. 4633 P.O. Box 598 
Amman Road 
Near the Main Circle 


SCANDINAVIAN 

SHOWROOM- 


☆ Living rooms 

☆ Dining rooms 

* Bedroom sets 

* Wbll units 
☆Lighting fixtures 
☆Club B for children 

☆ Modem Danish design 

☆ Feather upholstery 

☆ Danish-Pack Hornes 
☆Tax-free if applicable 

Tel. 663890 Civil defence street 



. Tne youthful 
style with an 
eye to the fut u :e 


To advertise in 
this section 



Phone 666320 
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TAIWAN 

TOURISTTO 

3rd Circle, Jabal Amman 
Opp. Akitah Hospital 
Try our specialities 
Peking Duck 
and Ranting Pol 
also Traditional Chinese dishes 
Open daily 
12KN) - 3-JO p-m. 

6J0 p.m. • midnight 

Tel. 41093 
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Australia’s top trio star as 
Pakistan struggles in final test 


SYDNEY (R) — Australia’s three leading cri- 
cketers, Greg Chappell, Dennis Lillee and Rodney 
Marsh, aD reached landmarks as Pakistan were for- 
ced to struggle in the decisive fifth and final cricket 
test here on Tuesday. 


Chappell equalled the world 
test record of 1 20 catches on the 
day he announced his retirement 
from international cricket, while 
paceman Lillee and wicketkeeper 
Marsh both notched their 350th 
test victims. 

The trio, who have been the 
major figures in their country’s 
triumphs during the last 12 years, 
helped to dismiss Pakistan for 27 N 
in their first innings. Australia 
were six without loss in reply at the 
close of the second day. 

Pakistan, who must win here to 
square the series 1-1. failed to 
take advantage of a good pitch and 
foundered against Lillee, who 
took four for 65. and fellow pace 
bowler Geoff Lawson, who gra- 
bbed five for 59. 

Opener Mudassar Nazar pro- 
vided the main resistance with a 
stubborn S4 as hjllee. the world* s 
leading test wicket- taker, inc- 
reased his haul to 35 1 and Marsh 
made his 35t>th dismissal. 


Pakistan. 61 for two overnight 
after Monday's rain-hit first day. 
contributed to their downfall with 
indiscreet shots which were cri- 
ticised by man age r lmikhab 
Alam. 

Intikhab said: "Javed iMia- 
ndad | and Imran ( Khan • were out 
to poor shots and Saleem's 
f Malik : dismissal was made after 
another foolish shot." 

The touring team quickly lost a 
wicket Tuesday morning when 
Lawson sent back nightwatchman 
Abdul Oadir to make the score 67 
for three. 

A gritty fourth wicket stand of 
64 between Mudassar. who during 
his 244-minute innings reached 
I .HUH runs for the tour, and Mia- 
ndad held up Australia until sho- 
rtly before lunch when the latter 
fell to off spinner Greg Matthews. 

Mudassar's painstaking effort 
ended soon afterthe interval when 
he edged Lawson and Chappell 
held the catch at second slip to 


equal the mark of England's Colin 
Cowdrey for most test catches, 
excluding wicketkeepers. 

Eight runs later Imran gave an 
easy catch to Graham Yallop at 
square leg off Lawson and Pak- 
istan had crombled to 15N for six. 

Pakistan were revived by a sev- 
enth wicket partnership of 96 
between Zaheer Abbas and SaJ- 
eem. who decided after Lea. that 
attack was the best form of def- 
ence. 

He reached his 50 in 92 minutes 
and the two batsmen lashed 1 5 off 
one over from Matthews. 

Saleem went shortly afterwards 
for 54 when he mistimed a pull 
and gave Lillee an easy catch and 
Lhe hostile Lawson his fourth wic- 
ket. 

Sarfraz Narwaz went cheaply 
leg before to Lillee, while Lawson 
picked up his fifth wicket when 
Zaheer gave Yallop another easy 
catch after making a determined 
61. 

Australia's pace bowlers had 
shown dogged persistence in hot 
conditions after seeing three cha- 
nces dropped in the morning ses- 
sion. two by slip fielder Allan 
Border. 


Windies primed for Australian tour 


SYDNEY |R' — The 'New Gen- 
eration' West Indies team flew 
into Sydney Tuesday primed for 
the next stage of their bid to regain 
the Crown of Kings of one-day 
cricket. 

Fired by a recent 5-0 defeat of 
the Indians in one-day int- 
ernationals and an equally imp- 
ressive 3-u drubbing of India in 
the test series, the '.Vest Indies eff- 
ectively wiped out the bitter 
memory of last year’s shock loss to 
them in the Prudential World Cup 
final at Lords. England. 

The team opens its Australian 
tour with a one-day game against 
Queensland on Wednesday. 

“Our team is still very much in 
the transition stage." said veteran 
captainC’live Lloyd. 

“We are still in the process of 
rebuilding and trying out new pla- 


yers and working very hard not to 
repeat the mistakes we made back 
in the late 1 970s when we lost sev- 
eral top players at once and sud- 
denly found our ranks terribly 
light on experience." added 
Lloyd. 

Lloyd said he and the more exp- 
erienced members of the touring 
party, including vice-captain Viv 
Richards and manager Wes HalL 
had impressed upon the younger 
players the need to adjust quickly 
to the change of pace in Australian 
wickets. 

“The wickets in Australia are 
much harder and faster than in 
India and our young players in 
particular will find it difficult to 
adjust to the added pace.'' said 
Lloyd. 

“Unquestionably that will be 
our most immediate • problem. 


Add to the fact Australia and Pak- 
istan are two very good teams and 
you can see why there is no room 
For complacency — this will be a 
hard one-day series." 

Five players in the 15-rnan West 
Indies party are making their first 
visit to Australia. 

They are 31-year-old opening 
batsman Richard Gabriel, fast 
bowler Eldine Baptiste. 23. hard 
hitting right-hand batsman Richie 
Richardson. 21 . fast bowler Win- 
ston Davis. 25. and giant 20- 
year-old off spinner Roger Har- 
per. 

At 1 .96 metres Harper is pro- 
bably the tallest slow bowler in 
international cricket. Manager 
Hall hinted that Baptiste would be 
the player to watch because he was 
ideally' suited to the harder and 
faster Australian wickets. 


Australian cricket captain retires 


SYDNEY (R - - Former Aus- 
tralian cricket captain Greg Cha- 
ppell Tuesday announced his ret- 
irement from international cri- 
cket. 

The 35-year-old all rounder 
made (he announcement during 
the fifth test against Pakistan in 
Sydney and said he would not be 
available for the coming one-day 
internationals. 

Chappell, who led Australia in 
4N tests, made his test debut in 
1 970-7 1 against England in Perth, 
in -*<6 tests since then he has scored 
6.92!* runs -- 6*> runs short oF Sir 


Donald Bradman’s record for an 
Australian. 

Yet Chappell is not a man to 
worry about statistics. “It's sac- 
rilege to even think of passing 
Bradman's record. If you are pla- 
ying just for records you shouldn’t 
be playing... catches and runs are 
not that important.’’ he said. 

Chappell marked his test debut 
in the 1970-71 series against Eng- 
land with a century — the first of 
many outstanding innings which 
were played in cool, composed 

Chappell took over as Aus- 
tralia’s captain from his older bro- 


ther Ian in 1975-76. but his rel- 
uctance to tour in recent years has 
meant the leadership has alt- 
ernated between himself and cur- 
rent skipper Kira Hughes. 

Chappell's captaincy was mar- 
ked by controversy in a one-day 
game against New Zealand in the 
1 9X0 -N 1 World Series Cup when 
he ordered his brother Trevor to 
bowl underarm to stop the touring 
side scoring six off the final del- 
ivety to tie the match. 

In an oblique reference to the 
incident. Chappell said Tuesday: 
“ 1 have few regrets. I made all my 
decisions with the best of int- 
entions." 


Bauer retains 
Australian 
tennis title 

ADELAIDE (R] — American 
Mike Bauer ended a Ill-year jinx 
on defending champions when He 
retained the South Australian 
Open tennis title with a 4-6. 6-4. 
6-1 win over Czechoslovak Mil- 
oslav Mecir on Tuesday. 

Bauer. 24. who beat Australian 
Davis Cup hero Pat Cash on his 
way to the final is the first player 
to win the South Australian Cha- 
mpionship in successive years 
since Alex Metreveli of the Soviet 
Union in 1972 and 1973. 

The 1 9-year-old Czechoslovak, 
who defeated Wimbledon 
runner-up Chris Lewis, the top 
'seed, in the quarter-finals, squ- 
andered his chance when he built 
up a 2-0 lead in the second set then 
immediately dropped his serve to 
allow Bauer back into the match. 


Oosterhuis beats 

Twitty in 
vlatch Play golf 

TUCSON. Arizona (R 1 - Peter 
Oosterhuis of Britain birdied the 
I first extra hole to defeat American 
Howard Twitty in one of 2K first- 
round matches contested Monday 
in the 51 million Tucson Match 
Play Golf Championship. 

Most of the matches in this first 
event of the 19K4 U.S. tour went 
according to form, but Bobby 
Clampelt and John Cook were 
ousted by less highly rated fellow 
Americans. 

Oosterhuis was three down to 
Twitty after 12 holes, but the 
California-based Briton won the 
13th. 14th and 16th holes to even 
the match. After they halved the 
next two. Oosierhuis won it with a 
15-foot birdie putt on the first 
extra hole. 

Mike Gove defeated Clampett- 
three and two. and Barry Jaeckel 
beat Cook two and one. 

T.C. Chen of Taiwan was seven 
down after nine holes to American 
Mark Calcaveochia. but he surged 
back to even the match after IN i 
holes and then win it on the 2 1st 
hole. 

Chen took three in a row sta- 
rting at the 10th and also won the 
final four of regulation play. 


Debele named 
African Sportsman 
of the Year 


KINSHASA lR: — Ethiopian 
athlete Bekele Debele was Tue- 
sday voted African Sportsman of 
the Year by sports writers from 27 
countries. 

Bekele. 20. won the World 
Cross Country Championship in 
Gateshead. England, last year. 


HAPPY NEW YEAR 
HAIRDRESSER RAYMOND 
ANNOUNCES 


to his customers that he has moved to ISSA Saloon, 
Jabal Amman, before the fourth circle, near Jabal 
Amman Maternity Hospital. Tel. No. 42147. 


FURNISHED DELUXE FLAT FOR RENT 

Consisting of three bedrooms, salon and dining room with 
separate central heating and a telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani. 

For Information please call Tel. 669205 ■ 
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HAYA ARTS CENTRE ART 
COURSES 


Ceramics - Flower making - Sewing - 
Exercise and Modern dance 

1- CERAMICS - Morning and evening. Classes for 2 
months course. Saturday and Wednesday morning 
10:30. Evening 5:30. Starting 14/1/1984. Fees JD 40 

2- FLOWER MAKING - Evening classes 5:30 for 3 
months. Starting 19/1/1984. Fees JD 60. 

3- SEWING - Afternoon classes, 3 months course. 
Wednesday and Sunday. 3:30 p.m. Fees JD 40. 

4- EXERCISE AND MODERN DANCE AND TAP, for 

different classes. Morning and evening classes for 
10 weeks. Fees JD 10-20. 

For details contact the centre. Starting 7/1/84. 
Registration 4, 5/1/84. Also for children, ballet and 
modem- dance. 


Dalglish injury could upset 
Liverpool’s soccer cup challenge 


LONDON (Rj — Liverpoors 
hopes of lifting the English Soccer 
Championship for a record 15th 
time suffered a setback Monday 
when striker Kenny Dalglish was 
helped off the pitch and away to 
the Anfield treatment room. 

The gifted 32-year-old Scot, 
who collided with Manchester 
United Defender Kevin Moran 
three minutes into the second half 
of their tough. 1-1 first division 
draw. left the field with a dep- 
ressed fracture of the cheekbone 
and Liverpoors championship 
hopes might just have left with 
him. 

Dalglish, who played despite a 
lingering stomach muscle injury, 
was clearly the inspiration behind 
the champions’ first half assault on 
United and was denied only by 
some brilliant goalkeeping from 
Gary Bailey. But after he went off 
Liverpool, who went 1-0 up : thr- 
ough Craig Johnston after 32 
minuies. struggled to find their 
touch. 

United, who themselves had to 
regroup after losing defender 
Gordon McOuecn with a leg inj- 
ury in the 2tUh minute, were all- 
owed back into the match and sna-. 
tched a point with an #9th minute' 
goal from JX-ycar-ofd Northern 
Ireland striker Norman M-'hi- 
teside. 

The loss of Dalglish, runner-up 
to Frenchman Michel Platini as 
European Footballer of the Year, 
from a Liverpool Leam widely 
acknowledged not to be playing at 
their best clearly presents man- 
ager Joe Fagan with his biggest 
headache since taking over this 
season. 

" Kenny has already seen a spe- 
cialist and the injury is a nasty one 
which will keep him out for several 
weeks." Fagan said Monday. "It is 
a big loss for us but we have to 
cany on and sort something out." 

The draw kept Liverpool on top 
of the League three points clear of 
United, having taken 45 points 
from 22 games. History, and a run 
of nine wins from their last 1 4 
League games, suggests that Liv- 
erpool will not surrender the title 
but will go on to become the first 


dub since Arsenal 49 yean ago to 
lift the crown three tiroes in suc- 
cession. 

In the last 12 seasons, only four 
clubs have led the first division on 
new year’s day and failed to win 
the League. It has happened to 
Liverpool only once in that time. 
But it has been a long time since 
Liverpool have met such det- 
ermined and equally capable cha- 
llengers as Ron Atkinson’s Uni- 
ted. who have now taken four poi- 
nts off the champions this season 
and beat them in the Charity Shi- 
eld at Wembley in August. 

Atkinson was delighted with the 
result. “ I thou^u it was a very use- 
ful point to win." he said. “The 
conditions were difficult and we 
had to reorganise after McQueen 
went off in the first half. But the 
result keeps us alive and it is- a 
great lift for us.” 

The result ended a fruitful last 
10 days for both clubs with Liv- 
erpool taking eight points from 
their four-match Christmas pro- 
gramme and Linked six. But both 
sides wifi be looking over their 
shoulders at West Ham. Not- 
tingham Forest and Southampton, 
who have all reaffirmed their title 
challenge in the last week. 

Third-placed West Ham rec- 
overed from a 1-0 home defeat by 
Southampton on Christmas eve to 
take seven points from their rem- 
aining three games. But manager 
John Lyall will be well aware that 
total should have been nine after 
watching his side race into a 2-0 
lead at Notts County on Monday 
before ending with a 2-2 draw. 

Southampton also scooped 
eight points from their four mat- 
ches. They drew 2-2 at home aga- 
inst Aston Villa on Monday, bat- 
tling back from 2-ti down for the 
second time in two days. Steve 
Moran- who scored both goals in 
the 2-2 draw at Arsenal on Sat- 
urday - and David Armstrong 
netted twice in the last nine min- 
■uies to stretch their side's unb- 
eaten run to eight matches. 

Earlier Steve McMahon and 
Gary Shaw fired Villa info the 
lead. 

.. But Brian Clough’s former 



Kenny Dalglish’s injury — a big kiss for Liverpool 


European Champions Forest win 
the Christmas honours having 
taken nine points -• their only 
defeat was against Liverpool on 
Saturday — and climbing from 
'eighth to fourth in the table. For- 
est swept aside Luton 3-2 Monday 
thanks to goals from Gary Birtles. 
Steve Hodge and Nigel Dav- 
enport. 

But if Forest are currently the 
leam in form, the side with the 
biggest Christmas hangover must 
be Keith Burkinshaw’s Tot- 
tenham. The Londoners have 
emerged from the last If* days 


with just one point — they drew at 
Villa and lost to Arsenal. West 
Ham and. on Monday. Watford — 
and have plunged from fourth 
place to 1 2th in little more than 
four weeks. 

And after watching his side fight 
back from 2-0 down to level 2-2 
before winger John Barnes sealed 
Spurs' fate from the penalty spot. 
Burkinshaw admitted: “At the 
start of the season l thought we 
had a good chance of winning the 
championship, but now we look a 
million miles away from it." 


Trials, tribulations of the unhappy tennis star 


By Derek Farr 

Reuter 

PARIS — The young man. hailed 
as a national hero just six months 
ago. buried his face in his hands to 
hide the tears and said he could 
not bear to live in his country any 
more. 

Y annick Noah was on top of the 
world last June when he ent- 
hralled the nation by becoming 
lhe first Frenchman to win the 
French Tennis Open since 1946. 

But it has all turned sour for the 
sensitive 23-year-old player since 
then - ■ so much so that he said 
:he had thought of throwing him- 
self into the River Seine. 

Noah, however, remains afloat, 
though he has decided to flee Fra- 
nce. hoping to find relative peace 
and anonymity in New York - a 
choice symbolised by the emerald 
green sweat shirt with ’Jets 99* 
emblazoned on the front he wore 
to face the press. 

He was so distressed, it need 
have surprised nobody if he had 
bolted for the door, taken the lift 
down 2 1 floors of the plush hotel 
on the outskirts of Paris, run to the 
helicopter pad outside and taken 
immediate flight. 

French commentators dubbed it 
a "stress conference" and the 
daily Le Monde unsympat- 


hetically called it “para-Noah”. 

The man who led France to last 
year’s Davis Cup final against the 
Americans plans to move to New 
York in time for the Masters tou- 
- mament there this month. 

Noah’s biblical namesake, who 
built an ark and assembled a zoo 
before setting off on his voyage to 
safety, was chosen to survive the 
wrath of God before floods eng- 
ulfed his every living fellow. 

This 20th century Noah will be 
content merely to dodge what he 
sees as lhe intrusion - even per- 
secution — of the French press 
and the exalted status of a national 
sports idol who has had to say 
goodbye to privacy. 

“ What makes me mad is the art- 
icles you write. You say I’m a big 
head." he snapped at one que- 
si inner. But the tone was more 
sorrowful than angry. 

'Tm not a martyr. I’m just 
going further away. It has become 
more and more difficult here. ! 
don’t know if going to New York 
will solve my problems but Tm 
floundering here. 1 even think of 
giving it all up.” he said. 

“1 want to try a new experience. 

1 don’t know if I'll succeed but at 
least I will have tried. I want to 
lake risks.’’ 

Tennis has dominated Noah’s 
life since he was discovered in 


*Vameroun. his father’s country, at 
the age of 1 1 by U.S. former 
Wimbledon Champion Arthur 
Ashe and sent to France to dev- 
elop his exceptional talents. 

His game reflects his natural 
exuberance. Enjoyment, he told 
children in a television pro- 
gramme screened last month, is 
the most important thing for a 
young player — and his speed and 
agility make him one of the most 
exciting players in the world- 

Victory over consistent Cze- 
choslovak Ivan Lendl in a U.S. 
tournament final in La Quinta in 
19N2 confirmed his class. But it 
was his French Open triumph at 
the Roland Garros stadium here 
last June which lifted him to 
super-star status in France and. 
ironically, marked the start of his 
troubles. 

That same June he was sus- 
pended and fined 52IMHIU for fai- 
ling to turn up at the World Team 
Tennis Cup in West Germany the 
previous month. 

Noah, as q uixotic off court as on 
it. resigned from the Association 
of Tennis Professionals because 
he fell, they had not given him 
enough backing over the sus- 
pension. 

He was reported fed up with 
tennis and was correspondingly 
disenchanted with Lhe attention 


his every move attracted. "It is 
more important for me to win 
matches than sign autographs. But 
to win matches I must be calm." he 
said. 

Peace and quiet — particularly 
peace of mind - dude him in 
France. "It is getting more and 
more difficult to put up with the 
pressure. The life I lead here does 
not interest me. It is hard." Noah 
said. 

"In New York I can travel on 
the subway, walk in the street wit- 
hout everyone knowing who I 
am.’’ 

He also has sound professional 
reasons for moving to the U.S. in 
his quest to be the best player in 
the world. That ambition would be 
nearer fulfilment if he could win 
another major tournament on a 
different surface from the clay of 
France. 

But Noah, his face fringed by 
the ‘ Rasta’ curtain of braided curls 
in which he styles his hair, was at 
pains to say he was not breaking 
with France for ever. 

"My house is in France. My 
family is in France. My friends are 
in France.” he said. His coach will 
go to New York with him. Yet. for 
now. he just wants to get away. "It 
hurts. I read all that's written 
about me. i might be wrong. But I 
don’t cheat. 


THE 

BRITISH COUNCIL 


LIVE-IN MAID REQUIRED 

English essential 
Call Tel: 673755 


Arabic classes 


The British Council announces the commencement of ' 
the new term on Jan. 7th. Glasses will be offered at two 
levels. 

Dates of term: Jan. 7 - March 21 
Tunes of classes: Mornings. 

Fee: JD29. 

Registration will take piece from Jen 2- 5 from 9.Q0 - 
12.gj0 and 3.30 - 5.30 p.m. 

British Council 

Rainbow Street, off First Cireie. 

TeL 36147/8 


WANTED 

Foreign airline in Amman is seeking a male to work in Jordan. 
Fluency in English/ Arabic/ltalian is desirable, previous exp- 
erience in cargo operations an advantage. 

To apply call Tel: 37881 


THREE-FLOOR BUILDING FOR RENT 

A three-floor building with 200 sq. metre area per floor — 
each floor consists of one apartment consisting of three 
bedrooms, sitting room, salon, dining room, two bathrooms, 
kitchen and a 3x7 metre veranda and deluxe finishing. The 
building can be rented as a whole or as separate apartments. 

Location: Jabal Hussein, near the Directorate of Education 

For information please contact SameeT Odeh Go., tel 
675880 
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Kremlin rejects 

labour laws 



MOSCOW ( R) — The Soviet aut- 
horities have rejected proposals 
that the' industrial working week 
should be extended to compensate 
for a growing labour shortage, the 
trade union daily Trud said Tue- 
sday. . • 

it said the government had 
ruled against changing the labour 
laws to allow the introduction of a 
6-day week or the extension of the 
average shift. 

'*At present most people work a 
5-*lay. 4] -hour week. Overtime is 
paid for Saturday and Sunday 
work. .. - 

Trad said the labour shortage 
was growing more acute because 
of a slump in population growth in 
the 1060’s. 

But it saiil the authorities were 
determined to make up for the 
shortfall by increasing pro- 
ductivity and introducing new tec- 
hnology rather than making peo- 
ple work longer. 

Meanwhile, the Soviet Union 


will put more than 12.000 kil- 
ometres of new gas pipeline into 
operation in 1984. the newspaper 
Sotsiaiisticheskaya Indttscriya 
reported Tuesday. 

The longest stretch. is the 4,50i» 
kilometres East-West pipeline 
carrying gas from the Urengoi fie- 
lds in Western Siberia to West 
Germany. France and Austria. 

Some gas began flowing thr- 
ough to France on Jan. I . but the 
pipeline will not be fully ope- 
rational until the spring. 

The newspaper said other 
major gas projects due to be com- 
pleted this year included 2 pip- 
elines from Urengoi to the ind- 
ustrial centres of the Ukraine and 
on the Volga. 

The newspaper also said the 
authorities intended to build aro- 
und III. not) kilometres of new 
roads this year, almost half of 
them in rural areas. 




LOnJDOiSi STOCK MARKET 


LONDON tR — Stocks closed generally easier in thin trading on 
lack of investment demand, dealers said. At I5chi the F.F. index 
was down 3.2 at 772.5. 

But file insurances showed gains stretching to i2p after press 
comment suggesting the sector will perform strongly this year. 
Pearl Assurance and Hambro rose !»p to xt»4 and 4*6 res- 
pectively. 

Government bonds closed above the days lows on cheap buy- 
ing interest in a thin market. Prices were initially marked tower on 
the weakness ot sterling. Index linked stocks were around , ‘i« point 
lower ahead of applications for the new tap issue. 

Golds drifted easier but North American shares were mixed. 

Banks were unchanged from early mark-downs of around 5p. 
News Nigeria has made the first loan repayment on a * 1 .6 billion 
refinancing had little impact. 

Dutch-related companies Unilever and Shell gained 1 tip at l, *i5 
and 5*6 respectively on expectations that the Dutch stock market 
will perform strongly this year. Oils drifted quietly easier. 

Burneu and Hallamshire rose 2Up to 17K on a report in the 
Daily Mail newspaper that Hays group was making a £2» million 
bid lor Burnell’s petroleum subsidiary, but later fell to close 
unchanued on balance after Hays denied the report. 

Tea shares firmed after the Indian government s export ban. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

L< 1NDON i R - Following are the buying and selling rates for . 

Uridine world currencies andgold against the dollar at midday on 

the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. - .. 

One htcrluic ■T.4355'65 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 1.245u'53 

Canadian dollars 

2.7452'62 

West German marks 

3.l»X45'55 

Dutch guilders 

2.1 t *6w , 7u 

Swiss francs 

56.04'ttx 

Belgian francs 


French francs 

166K.«H»' 1 664.»i) 

kalian lire 

231.72'. $2 

Japanese yen 

s.u55<l'U6iKt 

Swedish crowns 

7.75 15'6 5 

Norwegian crowns 

v.v35ti'v4liti 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 3x3.5t»'3K4.(JH 

U.S. dollars 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



HflBPi* 


"I didn't call you a lousy cook, Stanley, i 
simply asked how you managed to burn 
ice cubes!" 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Loe 




Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary wortls. 


ENYAI 

H 




Ln 


'■xarcasr 

*— 


NU 

RS 

D 


□ 



MM 



YUUBS 

| 


EMM 

■ 

■ 


IDEMOAP 


5 

S 

M 

m 


WHAT PO YOU GET 
WHEN YOU CROSS 
A CACTUS WITH 
A R?RCUP1W£| 

Now arrange the ©fried letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: f I I ll DU XXI 

(Answers tomorrow) 


Saturday's 


Jumbles: GLEAM TYING PANTRY SCHEME 
jttfuwor How does a baby chick fit Into Its shell? — 
— - -EGGSACTLY" 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


ILO appoints Chinese in senior post 

GENEVA (R) — The International Labour Organisation I ILO) 
Tuesday announced the appointment for the first time of a Chi- 
nese as an assistant director-general. An ILO statement said Ihe 
post went to Mr. Jin Fuyao. 61’. formerly a researcher at Peking's 
ministry of fa hour and personnel and deputy-director of its for- 
eign affairs bureau. China in June last year returned to the ILO 
after a 34-year absence when the U.N. body voted to write off its 
debt of over $36 million 'tin unpaid past contributions. 

Turkey’s central bank chief resigns 

ANKARA (R) — Turkish central bank governor Mr. Osman 
Siklar has resigned.' his personal secretary said Tuesday. The 
move had been expected since the elecred government of Prime 
Minister Turgut Ozal took office last month. The resignation of 
Mr, Siklar. 'appointed governor after the military takeover in 
19-Htt. clears the way for the appointment as governor of Mr. 
Yildirim Akturk. a close Ozal aide, sources close to the gov- 
ernment said. Mr. Akturk. deputy to Mr.Ozal when the laLterwas 
chief of the State Planning Organisation (SPO). headed the SPO 
from I9Mi until summer iv«2. 

Kuwaitis may buy U.K. Petroleum 

LONDON ( R j — A London-based company controlled by Kuw- 
aitis intends to bid £20 million ($2o million 1 for an independent 
British oil company, the Daily Mail newspaper said Tuesday. In a 
front-page report it said Hayes Group, owned by the Kuwaitis and 
controlling 75o filling stations, wanted to buy U.K. Petroleum 
from the mining and property conglomerate Burnett and Hal- 
famshire. U.K. Petroleum had 3uo filling stations and was a major 
' supplier of oil to British industry and the government's env- 
ironment department for use at hospitals, schools, police and fire 
stations, the Daily Mail said. 

U.S., China to sign trade pact 

PEKING JR- - China and the United States will sign a new 
agreement on industrial and technological cooperation when 
Premier Zhao Ziyang visits Washington next week, diplomats 
said Tuesday. The pact will provide a frame work for increased 
U.S. involvement in the development of Chinese industry, but will 
consist of a general expression of intentions rather than a legal 
agreement, they added. No further details of the agreement were 
immediately available. 

ICI enters Saudi venture 

LONDON (R)- - Imperial Chemical Industries t Id ) has entered 
a joint venture to produce polyurethane chemicals at a new plant 
to be built in Dammam. Saudi Arabia, a spokesman for the 
company said Tuesday. ICrs involvement will cost less than £2.5 
million ($3.6 million) but the venture. 4(1 per cent owned by ICI 
and 611 per cent by the private Saudi group. Basic Chemical 
Resources, is regarded as an important step for ICl's pol- 
yurethane operations. However, the spokesman dented British 
press rtfpbn^®t]tltp deal-w^g 4ficJt^4ftic6v4rds establishing an 
integrated petrochemical operation in Saudi Arabia based on 
S^j/feed«acksi)‘j av.-.« .. 

Arab officials to discuss aid operations 

KUWAIT (OPECNA; — Finance ministers of Algeria. Kuwait. 
Saudi Arabia. Sudan and Tunisia meet here Tuesday to review the 
performance of Arab funds and aid agencies. Saudi" Finance Min- 
ister Mohammad Abal Khail said recently that Arab financial 
organisations had suffered many setbacks in the last I it years. 

Dock strike halts Casablanca harbour 


CASABLANCA (R) — A dockers' strike has paralysed Cas- 
ablanca harbour and about 30 ships are wailing to load and unload 
cargo, port officials said Tuesday. About 2.5(H) dockers stopped 
work on Saturday following a strike call by the Moroccan Workers 
Union. The union called a strike of unlimited duration in support 
of a demand for a 15 per cent pay rise and other benefits for 
temporary workers. In a statement, the union threatened to ext- 
end the strike to other pons if the demands were not met. 


Nigeria loan 
repayment lifts 

bankers’ trust 

LONDON (R) — Nigeria’s new military government 
Tuesday repaid on time the first $50 million ins- 
talment on a $1.9 billion bank loan, raising cautious 
optimism in the international banking community 
that it would honour the country’s massive debt 
commitments. 


Bui a spokesman for Barclays 
Bank International, agent tor the 
loan, admitted that there was liule 
firm evidence of the regime's int- 
entions so far. 

“We just don’t know what the 
position is at the moment. There 
has not been any contact with Nig- 
eria yet.” he said. 

2 agreements signed Iasi year 
convened into a 3-year loan some 
of the massive trade payment arr- 
ears run up by the government ot 
Mr. Shehu Shagari. ousted in a 
bloodless coup last Saturday. 

The first repayment of pri- 
ncipal. covering both agreements, 
was due Tuesday and some ban- 
kers had feared it might be del- 
ayed by the new regime or by the 
post-coup disruption in Lagos. 

Barclays spokesman said aut- 
horisation for the payment had 
been received on Dec. 2u. before 
the coup, and that no com- 
munication from the military reg- 
ime had been received. 

But he noted that, had it wished, 
the new government would have 
had lime to cancel the aut- 
horisation before payment was 
formally credited Tuesday. 

The Barclays spokesman added 
that the refinancing agreement 
had initially been estimated at 
$1.6 billion, but that the actual 
figure was $ I .v billion, comprising 
1 agreement for $1.4 billion sig- 
ned on July 13 and another for 
$5t«» million signed on Sept. 1 4. 

Other bankers contacted by 
Reuters said they were heartened 
by news of Tuesdays payment, 
which appeared to back up a bro- 
adcast on Sunday by Nigeria’s new 
leader. Major-General Moh- 
ammad Buhari. in which he prev-_ 
mised “We shall do bur best to 
settle genuine payment to which 
the government is committed.'' 

Saturday’s coup came shortly 
after Mr. Shagari announced a 
stiff austerity package for |w.$4 
made necessary by falling rev- 
enues from oil. which provide 
more than V5 percent of Nigeria's 
foreign exchange. 

With oil exports running at aro- 
und 1.3 million barrels per day. 
little more than half their peak 4 
years ago. Nigeria has amassed 
foreign debts of $ 1 5 billion and a 
backlog in trade payments of $4 to 
$5 billion. 

For the past 6 months the West 
African state has been negotiating 
with the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF' over a $2.5 billion 
loan package to help cover these 
debm. and a Nigerian team was 
due to meet the IMF in Was- 
hington on Jan. 16 to finalise arr- 


angements. 

There has been no word from 
Lagos on whether the talks will go 
ahead, but banking sources said 
Tuesday’s repayment tended to 
show that the military government 
would continue existing plans. 

Meanwhile, oil markets Tue- 
sday reacted calmly to the military 
tak cover in Nigeria and the ind- 
ustry appeared wary of pre- 
dictions that the coup might set off 
an oil price war. 

Actual trading was thin in Wes- 
tern .Europe as markets resumed 
after the new year break. But ind- 
ustry analysis predicted Sat- 
urday's coup would have little 
impaci on crude or petroleum 
product prices. 

They said comments by the 
Venezuelan energy that the tak- 
eover might spark a price war 
could prove more unsettling than 
the coup itself, although hisanlysis 
did not appear to have much sup- 
port in the market. 

Genera] Buhari said Nigeria 
would remain in OPEC. 

Traders said they did not think 
the coup would cause either a dis- 
ruption of oil suppliesor a change 
in Nigerian oil policy. 

The analysts said a unilateral 
decision by Nigeria to raise its 
production was unlikely to solve 
its revenue problems as it would 
have to be accompanied by a sub- 
stantial price cut. 

They said other OPEC mem- 
bers would be sure to cake Nigeria 
on. if it prompted a price war. The 
threat that Nigeria might end up 
exporting no more oil but rec- 
eiving less money for it should be 
enough to convince the new mil- 
itary government to abide by 
6Pf=?." rulesrf 

The analysis said the new gov- 
ernment would also be reluctant 
to take any unilateral action on oil 
that could undermine the con- 
fidence of Western banks with 
which Nigeria is negotiating to ref- 
inance large foreign debts. 

One threat to Nigerian oil price 
stability — the prospect of a cut in 
British North Sea rales — app- 
eared to have receded in recent 
weeks, the analysts said. 

On the other hand, cocoa fut- 
ures rose strongly to new 5-year 
highs in London trading Tuesday 
in reaction to the military coup in 
Nigeria, a leading producer, dea- 
lers said. 

The price for delivery in 3 
months, which climbed steadily 
last week to a 5-year peak, jum- 
ped Tuesday by the exhehange's 
£4t) trading limit to £2.ti57 a 
tonne ($1.33 a jxnund . 


Peanuts 



Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 



1 arenT thev y ' vtou betcha/ V THE IDEA/ 

CUTE, ('SPECIALLY THEONEY SUCH AN 
iMR-MUTT? JtN THE MIDDLE/ HE / INSULTTO MV 
, LOOKS JUST UKEi 




NEVER SAID 
THEY WERE! | 
I'VE BEEN 
BABYSITTING 
FUR MR5.DE EK 

WHILE SHE 



Andy Capp 


ARE NOU GOING TO 
monofojsethat 
^ BARMAID ALL "s ' 
EVENING, LADS* 




HE WANTS TO BE A 
WRITER BUTCANT 
FIGURE OUT THE- 
BEar WAY, 

TO START 

WRIT'NG/^ 1 



FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4, 19B4 



GENERAL TENDENCIES.The morning is very good for 
you to wind up matters that have been in effect for some 
time and that require a wordly attitude and standpoint. The 
evening is excellent for being original and progressive. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Talk over your future with 
a bigwig and you can be with friends later. You have a 
new aim that needs your undivided attention. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Come to the right deci- 
sion about that new situation in the morning. Make that 
new contact of worth who can be helpful to you. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Complete business mat- 
ters in the morning so that you can took into new interests 
after lunch. Make plans for expansion or travel. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jul. 21) State your plans 
clearly to partners so they understand them and will co- 
operate. Be on the alert for some romantic pleasure. 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 21) Get to work and meet with 
assiciates after lunch. Have a constructive talk with a co- 
worker. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Get some special talent 
perfected early. Try to please your mate before stepping 
out with fellow workers. Establish goiod camaraderie. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) A situation at home may 
require your attention, so take care of it early. Handle any 
creative work with exactness. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Handle outside affairs 
early. Do desk work accurately. Entertain guests at home 
in the evening. Make sure that all is in order there. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Handle routine mat- 
ters and then try to solve that problem that has been vex- 
ing you for a long. Go visiting in the evening. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Take care of personal 
matters and then settle money problems in a unique way. 
Don't take any unnecessary risks. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Formulate a plan for 
going after personal goals, then carry through with them 
speedily. Take no risks while driving. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Handle business affairs 
in the morning so that you can be with admirers later. Don't 
leave anything to chance. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will be 
someone who will ferret out information that will help him 
or her to build a firm structure for the future and will study 
seriously to attain it, but will later be more interested in 
a unique way of making a big success. Teach patience. 

"The Stars impel; they do not compel.” What you make 
of your life is largely up to you! 

® 1984, The McNaught Syndicate, Inc. 
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ACROSS 
1 Big birds 
6 Hang-up 
10 Man for all 
seasonings 

14 National 
bird 

15 Dance 

16 Judd 
Hfrsch 
show 

17 Ofsubml- 
croscopic 
Infactors 

18 Indigo 

19 Swerve 

20 Western 
Indian 

21 Photograph- 
er's (Id 

24 Leprechaun 
125 Pocking 


THE Daily Crossword 


27 Eggs on 

29 Shot of 
rum 

31 Chihuahua's 
bark 

32 Incised 
carvings 

36 Tether 

40 Sullen 

41 Priscilla's 
man 

43 — and shine! 

44 Eye socket 

46 British 

navy brass 

48 Protection 
against 
sickness 
costs: abbr. 

50 Sailing 
vessel 

51 Tire out 


55 Crested 
birds 

59 Majors 
of TV 

BQ Hacked 

62 61 

63 Concerning 

65 Mimicking 
answer 

66 Exemplar 

68 Condemn 

69 Eyedrop 

70 — and alas! 

71 Extremities 

72 Eyelid 
sore: var. 

73 —gritty 


Yutarday't Puzzle Sohred: 



DOWN 
Get started 
Duvalier's 
domain 
Heron 
— mode 
Drummer's 
forte 

6 Utopia 

7 Sisters 

8 Carroll 
heroine 

9 Milky Way 

10 American 
coins: abbr. 

11 Czech coin 

12 Rejoice 

13 Feudal 
domains 

22 — Gay 

23 Donahue 
of TV 


26 Alexandra 
Romanov 

28 Surgeons 
do it 

30 Hoi drink 

32 Bachelor's 
last words 

33 Neither's 
associate 

34 Bathing 
vessel 

35 Flag signal 

37 Be in pain 

38 Concorde 

39 Attention 
getter 

42 Nook 

45 So 

47 Native of 
a Greek 
island 

49 Aits 

51 Slur 

52 Gaseous 
element 

53 Biblical 
king 

54 Silence 
sign in 
music 

56 Sheepish 
expression 

57 Precise 

58 Soft and 
smooth 

61 One-horse 
carriage 

64 German 
river 

67 551 
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Marcos to clean up 
government agencies 


MANILA (R) — President Ferdinand Mar- 
cos has said he will clean up certain gov- 
ernment departments and agencies to weed 
out inefficiency and corruption. 


The president said he had ord- 
ered the house-cleaning in “all 
sensitive government agencies 
and offices because some people 
there do not perform their jobs 
carefully.” 

In his statement Monday, he did ■ 
not say when the clean-up would 
begin or what changes he had in 
mind. But they could involve a 
reshuffle of high-level officials, he 
said. 

Informed sources said the Cen- 
tral Bank and the Tax Collecting 


Bureau of Internal Revenue might 
be the first targets. 

The bank recently admitted 
overstating by some WXI million 
the country's foreign exchange 
reserves, which further delayed 
approval by the international 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the 
World Bank of much-needed 
loans to meet current economic 
difficulties. 

The Tax Department has been 
purging staff suspected of having 


unaccounted wealth and several 
cases have been referred to special 
anti-graft courts. 

Mr. Marcos said efficiency 
would be the priority and officials 
who had helped counteract the 
country’s present economic dif- 
ficulties would be promoted. 

“The important thing here is to 
sharpen and hone the adm- 
inistrative and fiscal sectors of 
these institutions.* 7 he said. 

In the drive against inefficiency 
and graft, he said. “We will file 
cases against those personnel who 
are found guilty and corrupt." 

"We are going to be harsh on 
these people and wc promise more 
heads will roll as the reo- 
rganisation gains momentum." 
the president said. 


Salvadorean commanders hold 
emergency talks on rebel attacks 


SAN SALVADOR (R - F-.l Sal- 
vador' s top military commanders 
held an emergency meeting Mon- 
day following a siring of spe- 
ctacular guerrilla attacks on str- 
ategic targets, a senior officer said. 

The rebels started the New 
Year by destroying the only road 
bridge left across the River Lempa 
which divides the country. Two 
days ago they used mortars to fla- 
tten a brigade headquarters in the 
northern province of Che- 
latenango. 

The army chief of staff. Colonel 
Adolfo Blandon. would say only 
that his field and staff’ com- 
manders were meeting in San Sal- 
vador to analyse guerrilla 
strength. 

Guerrilla-run Radio Ven- 
ceremos said the attack on the 
heavily-fortified Cuscatlan Bri- 
dge. 7ti kilometres east of here on 
the Panamerican Highway, was a 
strategic blow to the army’s cap- 
acity for mobilisation and to El 
Salvador’s economy. 

It left only one railway bridge 
with one lane lor vehicle traffic 
spanning the Lempa. Guerillas 
destroyed the only other bridge 


over the river in 1*1X1 . 

Residents said they found about 
I IH) soldiers buried in mass graves 
dug by bulldozers after the attack 
on army headquarters in Che- 
latenango. Officers have refused 
to disclose casualties. 

Three weeks ago about I .(Hill 
guerrillas took a strategic com- 
munications post in the province 
of San Miguel and the army res- 
ponded with a rapid counter- 
attack to flush rebels from their 
northeastern strongholds. 

Western diplomatic sources 
said the rebels' latest attacks app- 
eared to lake the army completely 
by surprise, highlighting its poor 
intelligence network and hitting 
morale which was briefly boosted 
by the counter-offensive. 

The army faces a tough cam- 
paign in the next three months in 
the face of guerrilla pledges to step 
up attacks on economic targets as 
a way of opposing presidential 
elections set for March 25. 

“We will continue to increase 
our struggle before, during and 
after the electoral." Radio Ven- 
ceremos said $4gf)0ay. 

The latest rebel attacks came 


just after the army offensive in the 
northeast appeared to reflect a 
•more aggressive field strategy by 
the 24.000-strong. U.S.-trained 
army following a major command 
reshuffle last November. 

The reshuffle altered the entire 
staff and field commands, creating 
tighter coordination. 

But Lieutenant-Colonel Dom- 
ingo Monterrosa. the country's 
most respected commander, said 
the army could only retain the ini- 
tiative by building up an efficient 
intelligence network using the civ- 
ilian population. 

Li.-Col. Monterrosa. newly 
appointed to-head the three eas- 
ternmost provinces, said it would 
take months to build up mutual 
confidence with civilians to rival 
the guerrillas' intelligence system. 

In his densely-populated cou- 
ntry there are few areas where 
troops or guerrillas can move wit- 
hout being seen. 

But the population, battered by 
four years of war. is reluctant to 
cooperate with either side and 
often fears the army more than the 
guerrillas. Li.-Col- Monierrosa 
said. 


Angola calls for urgent U.N. meeting 


LISBON (R; - Angolan Pre- 
sident Jose Eduardo Dos Santos 
has called for an urgent meetingof 
the United Nations Security Cou- 
ncil to discuss South African att- 
acks in southern Angola. 

The official Angolan News 
Agency Angop said Tuesday the 
request was made in a letter to 
U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez dc Cuellar dated Dec. 31 
3nd handed over by Ambasssador 
Elisio de Mgueircidn Monday. 

President Dos Samos said hea- 
vily armed South African forces 
including paratroops, tanks and 
helicopters were trying to push 
farther north in fierce fighting, 
having already engaged Angolan 
•troops more than 20b kilometres 
north of the Namibian frontier. 

“Wishing to prevent the war 
from assuming proportions with 


unforeseeable consequences, 
which could endanger peace and 
security in the region. 1 ask your 
excellency to call an uigeni mee- 
ting of the Security Council to take 
relevant measures.” the pre- 
sident's letter said, according to 
Angop. 

Angola has rejected South Afr- 
ican claims that the offensive is 
directed against Namibian gue- 
rrilla camps of the South West 
.Africa People’s Organisation 
(SWAPO-. which has been wag- 
ing a 1 7-year-old bush war against 
South African rulerin Namibia. 

In his letter. President Dos San- 
tos sard the attacking South Afr- 
ican forces consisted Of three mot- 
orised infantry brigades, four art- 
illery groups equipped with 140 
and 1 5mm guns, two battalions of 
paratroops. 100 aircraft and hel- 


icopters and an unspecified num- 
ber of armoured cars and AMX 
tanks. 

Such a force could n umber up to 
10.000 men. South African mil- 
itary analysts have estimated that 
more than 2.000 soldiers might be 
involved in a current offensive 
against black nationalist Nam- 
ibian guerrillas. 

Angop quoted an Angolan 
Defence Ministry communique as 
saying the invaders resumed their 
attacks on the towns of Cahama. 
Cuvelai. Mulondo and Caiundo in 
the south of the country during the 
weekend. 

The communique said the att- 
acks were not against Namibian 
guerrilla camps, as South Africa 
claimed, but were aimed at dis- 
rupting Angola and preventing 
the consolidation of the revolution. 


Rebels 
launch 
air-strike 
on Nicaragua 

MANAGUA (R) — U.S.-backed 
rebels launched an air attack on 
Nicaragua’s Pacific port of Puerto 
Sandino Tuesday, the Defence 
Ministry announced. 

It said an unidentified plane 
fired rockets at port installations 
but gave no details of casualties or 
damage. 

The strategically important oil 
facilities of Puerto Sandino. 60 
kilometres west of Managua, have 
been repeatedly attacked in the 
past few months by the U.S.- 
backed Nicaraguan Democratic 
Forces (FDN). operating out of 
Honduras. 

On Monday. Nicaragua said 40 
rebels died in an attack on the 
town of San Fernando, sue miles 
from the Honduran border. 

Cross-border attacks have rai- 
sed fears of war between the two 
states. Nicaragua's leftist San- 
dinist government has accused 
Honduras of sheltering and aiding 
the FDN. 

Between Dec. 27 and Jan. 1 
there have been five clashes in the 
north of Nicaragua resulting in 
125 rebel deaths, the Defence 
Ministry added. 

It gave no casualty figures for 
government troops but said Lhey 
had captured large quantities of 
arms and equipment. 

Kabul begins 
distributing 
aid to quake 
victims 

ISLAMABAD (R: — Afghan 
authorities have begun dis- 
tributing food, money and clothes 
to families effected by the ear- . 
thquake which hit the Hindu Kush 
Mountains on Saturday, state-run 
Radio Kabul reported. 

The radio, monitored here 
Monday night, gave no estimate of 
overall damage but the dis- 
tribution of overcoats and shoes 
appeared to indicate that at least 
some houses collapsed. 

The quake, centered on the 
ftakfctan-Afgtanistan border, has 
claimed at l&isi 12 dead and 30 
injured in Pakistan. 

The official Pakistan Times 
Tuesday quoted another Radio 
Kabul broadcast as saying 3 ! peo- 
ple had been injured in the Afg- 
han capital by the quake. 

7 Soviet 

diplomats 

leave 

Bangladesh 

DHAKA lR’— Seven Soviet dip- 
lomats and two officials left Ban- 
gladesh Tuesday after being exp- 
elled by the military government. 

I official sources said. 

Five other diplomats returned 
to Moscow on Dec. 26 after mil- 
itary authorities ordered their 
1 expulsion for involvement in 
non-diplomatic activities. 


Rebels blow up power line near Kabul 
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Part-time soldier killed 
in N. Ireland ambush 
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Opening lead: King of V. 


When you have a trick to 
lose, it is usually right to con- 
cede it as soon as you can do 
so safely. Later may be too 
late. 

• After his featherweight 
opening. South simply rebid 
his dubs at every opportun- 
ity. With, his great playing 
•strength and control of every 
suit. North elected to gamble- 
on a slam. 

West led the king of hearts 
and ruffed in dummy. 
Declarer derided that the 
fate of his contract hinged on- 
bringing in the trump suit 


FIRST1 

without a loser. He cashed 
the king and led the jack. 
When East failed to follow, 
declarer rose with the ace 
and tried to run diamonds. 
Unfortunately, West was 
able to ruff the third dia- 
mond, and he cashed a heart 
and the trump queen for 
down two. 

Declarer can afford to lose 
a trump trick and still make 
bis contract, provided he 
does not relinquish control of 
the heart suit. That can all be 
accomplished with a simple 
safety play. 

After ruffing the king of 
hearts at trick one, declarer 
should lead the jack of 
trumps from dummy and 
pass it. That wil guarantee 
the contract as long as 
trumps are no worse than 
3-1. 

As the cards lie. West wins 
the queen of trumps, but he 
cannot harm declarer. If he 
continues with hearts, 
declarer ruffs in dummy, 
enters bis hand with the ace 
of diamonds and draws the 
outstanding trumps. 
Declarer can then overtake 
the queen of diamonds and 
take all the discards he needs 
on dummy's diamonds. No 
other defense is more effec- 
tive— the contract is always 
secure. 


BELFAST (R; — An off-duty 
member of the Ulster Defence 
Regiment (UDR) was shot de3d 
Monday night.ihe first 14K4 vic» 
lim of Northern Ireland’s political 
and sectarian violence. 

A police spokesman said gun- 
men ambushed the part-time sol- 
dier in a van two miles l three kil- 
ometres: outside the town of Cas- 
tlcdcrg. County Tyrone, close to 
the border with the Irish Republic. 


The gunmen escaped across fie- 
lds towards the border, the spo- 
kesman said. 

No one immediately claimed 
responsibility for the killing. 

in a campaign since 1 v >6'> by 
guerrillas fighting to end British 
rule in the province, more than 
2.3411 people - civilians and 
members of the security forces - 
have died in the violence. 


ISLAMABAD fRl — Muslim 
guerrillas blew up a power tra- 
nsmission line near Kabul last Fri- 
day to mark the fourth ann- 
iversary of the Soviet intervention 
in Afghanistan. Western dip- 
lomats in Islamabad said Tuesday. 

The government press reported 
the attack and published a pho- 
tograph of a toppled pylon near 
Sorubi. 55 kilometres east of 
Kabul, the diplomats said, quoting 
reports from their embassies in the 
Afghan capital- 


Soviet troops' intervened on 
Dec. 27. 1979. helping to install 
President Babrak Karmal. They 
now number 105.000. 

The diplomats also reported 
guerrilla assaults on the main 
grain silo in Kabul last Tuesday 
and Wednesday nights and two 
other attacks on a housing com- 
plex inhabited mainly by Soviet 
advisors to the Afghan gov- 
ernment 

They said the attacks were less. 


spectacular than during the 1982 
anniversary, when coordinated 
strikes against power lines and , 
government installations dis- 
rupted electricity supplies for sev- j 
cral weeks. ’ 

Extra security in and around: 
Kabul appeared to have warded 
off big attacks this year, they said. 
Road checks were now so strict 
that soldiers trained their guns 
even at foreign diplomats' cars 
while others searched them. 



Soviet daily attacks China over 
coverage of events in Afghanistan 


Hong Kong says airport 
detainees not guerrillas 


HONG KONG (R| - The Hong 

i Kong government Tuesday dis- 
I missed press speculation that 14 
Iranians detained for having for- 
ged passports were guerrillas pla- 
nning an attack on the U.S. con- 
sulate. 

A government statement said 
the detainees, who were held at 
Hong Kong International Airport 
when they arrived with forged 
French. Italian. German and Aus- 
trian passports, were well- 
educated Iranians hoping to gain 
residence in Canada. 

But Canadian officials had ind- 
icated that the Iranians, aged bet- 
ween IK and 29. would not be 
admitted (here, the statement 
said. 

One of the 14 has relumed to 
Karachi where they started their 
trip, arriving in Hong Kong six 
days ago in two groups via Manila 
and Bangkok. 


Government sources said the 1 3 

others may be charged with illegal 

entry. 

Local newspapers speculated at 
the weekend that the group were 
guerrillas planning an attack on 
the U.S, consulate but the sta- 
tement Tuesday said there was no 
evidence of this. 

It said only two of the detainees 
had given their real names but all 
had been “more forthcoming" 
about their backgrounds. 

One government official said 
the biggest mystery was why they 
chose Hong Kong as a slop on 
their journey to Canada. 

Officials are trying to find out 
how the men planned to enter 
Canada, where they got their for- , 
ged passports and how they man- 
aged lo get as far as they did. 

An official said if they claimed 
refugee status they would be put in 
one of the dosed camps where 
Vietnamese refugees are housed. 


MOSCOW (R; - The Soviet 
government daily Jzvestia Tue- 
sday accused China' s official news 
agency of spreading crude anti- 
Soviet lies in its coverage of events 
in Afghanistan. 

Fiercely attacking a New China 
News Agency report on Soviet 
military involvement in Afg- 
hanistan. izvestia said the agency 
had “crudely distorted the nature, 
of the brotherly aid from the 
USSR *’ and published slander 
and inventions. 

It challenged the entire attitude 
of the Chinese leadership to the 
Afghan question and said Peking 
should recognise the benefits of 
Communist rule in Kabul rather- 
than siding with the United States 
in condemning Moscow’s military 
presence. 4 p 

The commentaiy was the sec- 
ond Soviet article in three days to 
take China to task for criticising 


Moscow* s foreign policy. 

On Saturday the army new- 
spaper Krasnaya Zvczda ( Red 
Star: angrily accused China of see- 
ing military danger only from the 
Russians and ignoring a military 
buildup by the United States. 

Diplomats said the articles sho- 
wed the Kremlin was running out 
of patience with Peking after nea- 
rly two years of relatively fruitless 
attempts to mend their strained 
relations. 

izvestia said the New China 
News Agency article on Afg- 
hanistan. published on Dec. 24. 
amounted to " outright anti- 
Soviet and anti- Afghan lies". 

The article criticised Moscow's 
continued involvement in Afg- 
hanistan four years after troops 
were sent in to shore up the Afg- 
han government. 

The Soviet daily said the Chi- 
nese media had consistently ign- 


ored the real facts about what was j 
going on in and around Afg- 
hanistan. 

The agency report itself was 
aimed at “justifying and whi- 
tewashing the aggressive, 
counter-revolutionary int- 
erference in the internal affairs of 
the democratic republic of Afg- 
hanistan." it added. 

Moscow has occasionally acc- 
used China of supporting and arm- 
ing ami-government Afghan reb- 
els. but in the past two 
tended .«s-cnttcism 

of Peking's - attitude on the que- 
stion. 

Diplomats said rhe two articles 
in the past week suggested Mos- 
cow now intended to take a more 
aggressive line towards China in 
the media, having apparently 
given up hope of an early radical 
improvement in bilateral ties. 


Politicians reject Ershad’s call for talks 


DHAKA ( R ) — Bangladesh opp- 
osition leaders Tuesday rejected 
an invitation from military ruler 
President Hossain Mohammad 
Ershad to join talks aimed at ret- 
urning the country to democracy. 

Opposition leader Sheikh Has- 
jna Wazed. chief of the Awami 
League Party and Head of a 15- 
party alliance, said there could be 
no talks until General Ershad lif- 
ted a ban on political activity. 

“Politics are banned, we capnot 
hold meetings openly. What can 
we discuss with Gen. Ershad in 
this situation?” she said. 

Rashed Khan Menon. another 


prominent member of the 15- 
party alliance, said talks with the 
government would be unp- 
roductive while Gen. Ershad rej- 
ected opposition demands. 

- Their demands include a lifting 
of the ban on political activity, an 
end to military rule, the release of 
political prisoners and early par- 
liamentary elections. 

The government issued its inv- 
itation Monday, calling on opp- 
osition leaders to meet on Jan. 7 to 
discuss the transition to dem- 
ocracy and opposition demands. 

Many opposition leaders ^said 
they had not yet received an inv- 


itation to join the talks. 

Begum Khaleda Zia. widow of 
assassinated President Ziaur 
Rahman and head of a seven- 
party alliance, said the alliance 
would meet later Tuesday to rev- 
iew the situation. 

“Nothing concrete should be 
expected before Gen. Ershad con- 
cedes our demands and we get 
formal invitations." she said. 

Both alliances said a half-day 
strike was still scheduled for Wed- 
nesday to put pressure on the mil- 
itary government to hand power 
back to civilian representatives. 


Indian envoy arrives in Sri Lanka 


1 COLOMBO |R' - A special 
envoy of Indian Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi arrived Tuesday to 
help prepare for an all-party con- 
ference next week on ethnic ten- 
sion in Sri Lanka. 

Envoy Gopalaswami Par- 
ihasarathi is due to meet Sri Lan- 
kan President Junius Jayewardene 
later Tuesday. 

Mr. Parthasarathi. making his 
third visit since tension between 
'majority Sinhalese and minority 
Tamils erupted in bloody violence 
in July, is mediating between the 
Sri Lanka government and Tamil 
leaders. 

The envoy was expected to seek 


clarification From Mr. Jay- 
ewardene on some issues raised by 
Tamil leaders before the all-party 
conference due to start on Tuc- 
sday. 

The Tamil leadens, members of 
the Tamil United Liberation 
front (TULF Party, moved to the 
southern Indian city of Madras 
after the riots in July in which nea- 
rly 4(1(1 people, mainly Tamils, 
were killed. 

An Indian External Affairs 
Ministry spokesman said in New- 
Delhi Monday that the TULF lea- 
ders would return to Colombo 
Wednesday. 


The front, one of 1 0 recognised 
political parties invited by Mr. 
Jayewardene to the all-party con- 
ference. has not said yet if it will 
attend. 

Mr. Jayewardene. who had ref- 
used to talk to the TULF until it 
dropped its demand for a separate 
slate, extended the invitation to it 
at insistence of the other parties. 

Political sources said Mr. Par- 
ihasarathi was also likely to hold 
separate consultations with opp- 
osition leader Mr. Anura Ban- 
daranaike and his mother. Mrs. 
Sirima Bandaranaike. head or the 
opposition Sri Lankan Freedom 
Party. 


Eyewitness account raises new 
questions about Aquino murder 


By Joel Palacios 

Reuter 


Lawyers for the four soldiers, 
announcing they were filing a 
four-million peso (<2K6.iMXi* libel 
. _ A . suit against Mr. Regalado, said his 

MANILA - A surprise eye- allegations we re “malicious, false, 
witness has challenged the official defamatory, a barc-faced lie and 
version of the murder ot Phi- tota | fabrication”, 
lippine opposition leader Benigno But another lawyer from the 
Aquino, again raising questions All- Asia Bar Association said he 
about possible government inv- planned lo file a motion citing the 
olvcmcnl in the killing. four soldiers for contempt fonhr- 

Aircraft maintenance man eatening a witness whose claims 
Ruben Regalado said t he alleged were different from that of the mil- 
gunman. identified by the military iiary. 

as Rolando Galman. did not kill The libel threat constituted an 
Mr. Aquino when he arrived at -act obstructing, delaying, imp- 
Mamla Airport on Aug. 21. ending and degrading the adm- 

Police and military officials said inistration of justice”, by the spe- 
Mr. Galman was a notorious cn- c j a j commission inquiring into the 
minal and C ommumst guemlla mU rder. lawyer Juan David said, 
leader. He was shot to death by But lhe five-member com- 
sccumy gurards moments after mission, which has been holding 
Mr Aqumo was killed. almost dai| hcari on lhe eas * 

The former senator was felled sincc lasi monlh h £ c , early becn 
by a single bullet fired at almost hampered by the unwillingness of 
point blank range as he was esc- w i lne sscs to testify. 

lh V— r m ; AW to a man. member* of 
ughi him from Taipei on the final t h e military escort awaiting Mr. 
lap of hs relim. after three years an j airporl lechnica L naff 

m if, v , A ,,C , at the ramp where his plane par- 

Vlr. Regalado satd in a U S. tel- kod ha „ th hap ^ nd ^ 

S' : n , K ™r rwd bu : to -' m 

broadcast ,n the Philippines that ,t lhal Mr . Aq J ui J m , was shm 
was 'rn^.ble for Mr. Galman to The pro-government Times- 
hsvc killed Mr Aquino because at Journal newspaper, in an editorial 
Urctime of the shooting som- comment on the hearings thus far. 
ebody inside a parked van was said “there appears to be an air of 
holding him by the wist.' fear that holds back a number of 

His account, the first serious persons from coming forward and 
dissen against the official version testifying on what lhey actually 
of the killing, was expected to mj- saw - 1 3 . 

eei fresh energy into a special “Those who earlier testified ins- 

nturder tnqtury which has so far is , ?d lhey were aII looking 

been i receiving only evidence pro- when the shooting happened 

^ th S "“W After all. the return of Senator 

But Mr. Regalado s statements Aquino was just another of those 
have caused a furore among the things (hat happen every day.” the 
pro-government newspaper in newspaper said. 

Manila and a libel threat from the Columnist Arturo Borial. wri- 
soldiere who escorted M^ Aqu.no- fi ng in the Metro Manila Times, 
from the plane. described as devastating Mr. Reg- 


alado’s statement that Mr. Gal- 
man did not kill Sen. Aquino. He 
said the escorts’ libel threat was a 
blessing to the general public. 

“Now. the people know that 
there is a Ruben Regalado who 
claims to be an eye-witness to the 
Aquino slaying who gave the first, 
account that contradicts lhe mil- 
itary version.” ho said. 

Another columnist. Jesus Big- 
ornia. said that “on major counts. 
Regalado virtually gave the lie to 
the government's claim of non- 
involvcmcm in the Aquino ass- 
assination.” 

W riting in the newspaper Bul- 
letin. Mr. Bigomia said Mr. Reg- 
alado belied claims of government 
witnesses that none of Sen. Aqu-. 
ino's escorts who led him from the 
aircraft carried a gun. 

He noted that according to Mr. 
Regalado, one of the two ser- 
geants accompanying Mr. Aquino 
“had a pistol which he was then 
firing at a man who turned out to 
be Galman." 

“The trouble with the Regalado 
version is that the purveyor of the 
story has slipped out of the cou- 
ntry. He' cannot be cross- 
examined by the board to det- 
ermine whether he is telling the 
truth or merely blackening the 
image of rhe military." Mr. Big- 
omia said. 


| Abuhatzeira ends 
punishment term 

TEL AVIV iRs — Aharon Abu- 
halzeira. Israeli member of par- 
liament and former minister of 
labour and social welfare. Monday 
ended a three-month punishment 
term for misappropriating public 
funds and said he was returning to 
parliament. Mr. Abuhatzeira. lea- 
der of the Tami Party, resigned 
from the cabinet in April 19K2 
after being convicted of dipping 
into public funds and app- 
ropriating some of the money for 
private use. He handed his cabinet 
post over to fellow party member 
Aharon Uzsan. but retained his 
scat in parliament. Mr. Abu- 
haizeira was sentenced to three 
months in jail but was allowed to 
.serve his sentence doing clerical 
work in a police station and return 
home every night. 

Press to leave- __ 
^ i—^peace 

LONDON iR - British new- 
spapers Tuesday bowed to a royal 
request for privacy and withdrew 
iheir reporters and photographers 
from Duecn Elizabeth’s holiday 
estate in eastern England. The 
* Juccn's press secretary had com- 
plained that the media were har- 
assing the royal tamily. who are 
spending a New Year holiday at 
Sandringham in Norfolk. The plea 
(or priv acy was made after the Bri- 
tish press carried pictures of the 
queen's grandson Peter Phillips 
playing with a dead pheasant and 
ot the queen glaring at a cam- 
eraman. 

Police car turned 
into dog’s dinner 

LONDON i R . Bertie .he bull 
icrricr left three policemen str- 
anded when he chose their patrol 
car lor dinner and began to eat it. 
The patrolmen watched ast- 
onished in London's East End 
while Bertie munched through 
three of their car's tyres, then, 
with chunks of rubber hanging 
from his jaws, raced after another 
vehicle to gnaw its tyres to sheds. 
The deflated policemen had lo 
radio (or a replacement car. "He 
must like the taste." Sergeant Ste- 
ven Newton said of Bertie, a 
j well-known neighbourhood tea- 
raway. 

Pakistani 
rapist caned 

KARACHI (R - A crowd of 
about 3. (Hit i jeered in protest Tue- 
sday when a retired Pakistani 
army major convicted of raping 
his sister-in-law was caned rather 
than whipped. The crowd, wat- 
chfng the Islamic Law punishment 
on Ghulam Shabbir Shah. 4tt. in a 
Karachi football field, protested 
loudly when he received lt> str- 
okes to his buttocks with a thin 
cane. He had been tied hands over 
his head to a triangular frame with 
a protective pad over his kidneys. 

I wo doctors stood by as t he pun- 
ishment. lasting less than a min- 
ute. were meted out. Magistrate 
' asif Ali Khan said the caning 
was not meant to hurt Mr. Shah. 

Sextuplets bom 
to Kuwaiti woman 

BAHRAIN (R - A Kuwaiti 
woman has given birth to sex- 
tuplcis in the Gulf state, the Kuw- 
aiti News Agency KUNA rep- 
orted T uesday. The four girls and 
two boys each weighed one kil- 
ogramme and were reported in 
good health, the agency said wit- 
hout naming the mother, h said it 
was the first time a Kuwaiti had 
given birth to six children in a local 
hospital although there were pre- 
vious cases of foreigners having 
sextuplets in Kuwait. 

China’s kids also 
need a home 

PhK 1 NG i R - fhina’s latchkey 
kids arc being left to roam the cold 
streets ot the capital while their 
parents work late. A recent survey 
in west Peking showed half of all 
children under It) wore the tell- 
tale front door key around their 
neck, the China Daily reported 


orma said. Tuesday. One quarter were in 

Mr. Regalado was reported to dan 8 cr eating properly as 
have been interviewed in Tokyo haii 10 Prepare their own 


where several other eyewitnesses 
to the assassination arc said to be 
hiding. 

Commented the Times- 
Journal: “Here, for the first time, 
is testimony contradictory to all 
that we have heard so far. Whe- 
ther the 1 inquiry; board will get 
this man to come here from Japan 
la testily before it is intercstine to 
know.” 


midday meaL After school the 
girh were harassed by street gangs 
and the small boys were enc- 
ouraged into crime, the paper 
said. The problem reflected a cha- 
nge in Chinese society. To ease the 
problem, neighbourhoods had set 
up smali school canteens. Many 
parents were prepared to pay tea- 
chers to mind the children for a 
few extra hours. 
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